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The Macphersons of the Far North of New Zealand

Introduction

My earliestmemoryis of QueenVictoriab ®reasts,
although at first | assumed that they were
Papatuanukdi s .At the top of the Mangatoetoe
(plumegrassstream)Valley wherel wasraisedarea
pair of rounded hills (see right). A.W. Reed
reputedlyclaimed in Place Namesof New Zealand
thattheywere N a mie ltbnourof the GreatWhite
Queen,The Breastsof Kuini Wikitoria,0 to which a
leadinghistorianof the Far North observediryly that
fi iis doubtful whethershe would have appreciated
this honour done to her by her MUo s u bj e
(Ramsey2001,p. 2)

Like most New Zealanders,| learned early the
M U o areiationmyth which explainsthatthe EarthMother, Papatuanukunurtureshumankindunderthe gazeof
Ranginuithe Sky Father. Ranginuisometimesveepsat beingseparatedoreverfrom his lover by their children;
the godsof the forest,sea weatherpeaceandwar, andtheir descendantgeople. This showedthatwhenl first
0si tmyatped e cof thetviewdrandour loungeroomwindow, insteadofé a p pr ethes &t ueyi on, 0
earlyimaginaton wasalreadyshapedby a blendof Anglo-Celtic andM U o peiispectives.With this contextof
largely unrealisedcandongoinginterculturalismin mind, I will now explainhow Macphersongameto bein the
Far North of New Zealand,not knowing if they were relatedto the McPhersonsliving plural lifestylesin a
Polynesiarparadiseandintegratedwith manyotherfamilies of British, M U o andDalmationdescent.

What we haveall benefittedfrom is Papatuanukdy ®ounty; a profuson of protein. The nameof the main
townin the FarNorth, Kaitaia, is appropriatejt meandood in abundance.

Threepeopleled the establishment oMacphersonénto the Far North. First was
FrankMcPhersor(see rightbornabout1874 died about16 Februaryl922)whose
ancestordarmed for many generations in Inverkeithray small village in Banff
His descendants adetailed in aseparatadocument;The McPhersons of the Fa
North of New Zealand.

Second and thirdvere Alfred Sinclair Macphersorand his brotherEric Gordon W
6 Go r dacphi&rsonwho are featured othe cover of this documentAlfred
(born 20 April 1895died 20 Februaryl968 aged72) wasthe eldestsonof Henry
0 H a rMagpltersorandLily Halliwell of HeadinglyHall in Leeds Gordon(born
1 Junel907died 24 Januaryl979aged71) wastheir fifth child. Their ancestors
came from Portsqya small fishingvillage on the coast of Béf, about 15 miles from Invedithny. It is not
known if they were related.

Anotherdocumentin this family history, The Macphersonf Leeds1834to 201Q explainsthat Henry and
Lily hadeight childrenbornbetweenl895and1917. Yet anotherdocumengxplainshow theylost their fourth
child on 14 October1917;Henry DouglasMacphersona fighter pilot in the First World War (WW1).

! This title refers to MacphersométhoughMcPhasons MackPhersondylacPhersons, McFersgridacPhearsonandMcPhearsons are all

variants in the spelling of the same surnarfibe spelling has evenaried over theyeassi t hi n f ami lies to the point v
used to confirm or deny a réilanship. In this family the spelling changed from McPherson to Macpherson bet@éémand 1878 Hence

| use theexactspellingasused byeach person and family | have researched. In any case, thesspelimgsof our surname atiean the

samething in the Scottish Highlandspn ofa parson which suggests that the surname points to an occupational group as well as to a clan

with common ancestry. Recent and diverse DNA evidence supports this thesis. And equally important poinpar¢batwa a local

administrator of a church and its lands, not the prigstparson was a secular leader of a church community, not a religious leader. A

parson was appointed by the community with the office often being passed on from educated father to educated sorre Rpesiated

from afar by the Church. Finallypriests were expected to remain celibate while parsons were not; which reflects the experiences of this

family, as this document well demonstrates.



Alfred and Gordon Macpherson, World War One

As explainedin The Macphersonf Leedsdocument Alfred and Gordonwere both sonsof Henry6 Har r y 6
Macpherson He was an industrialistwho helpedhis older brother William Walker Macphersormanagethe
Wellington Foundryin Leedsthat madetextile making machineryandtools. They attendedSedburghSchool

(2010, April 2), a famousboardingschoolin Cumbria,in the North West of England nearthe border with
Scotland TheyattendedSedburghPreparatoryschool(seeright) for their primary educatiorandthenthe main
schoolfor their secondareducation.

SedburghSchoolhasa long and distinguishedhistory asa private school. It wasfoundedin 1525by Roger
Lupton Provostof Eton College It is famousfor its rugby teams,6 o u t W @ wu dactidties, scholarly
achievementanddignified cloistersthatrecordthe namesof all pupils andteacherknownto havediedin the
two World Wars. In Alfred and Gordord glayit hada reputationfor Spartanroutines,cold showersandearly
morning runs with physical punishmentcomma. These practicesended by the 1970s, although they
reappeareth Alfredé sreatmenbf his own childrenin New Zealand
in the 1920sand 1930s. The schoolenrolledits first youngwomen
in 2001 andtoday admits 13 to 18 year olds from the English and m
Scottishuppermiddle class. It providesan Anglican curriculumthat |
stressesa well-rounded preparation for leadership in private (i
enterpriseor in public service.

Alfred proved a moderate scholar at Sedburgh excelling at
swimming. He wastherefor five years,from 1909to 1914. He then
startedtrainingasane n g i ndeaeghténgnn the family business;
Fairbairn,Naylor, Macpherson& Co. Ltd. The companyhad beenco-foundedin Leedsby his grandfather,
AlexanderSinclair MacphersonH e n r fatiéerswho had moveddown from Fife in Scotlandsoonafter 1855
whenhis motherhaddied (seeThe Macphersonsf Leedschaptey.

The 19 yearold Alfred enlistedsoonafter World War One (WW1) wasdeclaredon 28 July 1914. His father
Harry intervenedand had the enlistmentcancelled. It may havebeenbecauseilfred wasunder20 andhe did
not havehis permission. Alfred would havehadto wait until 20 April 1915to turn 20 but his dischargerecord
indicatesthat he servedin Francefrom October1914 (British Army WWI
Medal Rolls, 2008) This suggestghat he musthavegainedhisf at h
permissionwithin a month or so and enlistedagain, althoughnot in the
East Yorkshire Regiment where he could have expectedan almost
automaticcommissionin the family regiment. His youngerbrotherBertie
(Herbert AlexanderMacphersonborn 4 August 1896 died 5 June 1976
aged79) joined the East Yorkshiresand was immediatelycommissioned
and rose to becomea Brigadier General InsteadAlfred enlistedas a
private in the Royal Army Medical Corps(RAMC), RegimentalNumber
45 (seeright), andservedasan unarmedstretcherbearerin the trencheof
France

Alfred was dischargedrom the British Army in 1915dueto i i Hedlth
contractedons e r v(Bedmumgh School, 1925, p. 65As far as| know
he neverspoketo anyoneabouthis time in the trenchesbhut it wasalmost
certainly an horrific experience. The mortality rate and mental illness
sufferedby stretchetbearerswas particularly high (Devenish& O 6 Me a
2010) While Alfred was extremelylucky to surviveit is mostunlikely
thathedid not sufferfrom mentaliliness. Many decadesater,the form of mentalillnesscommonlysufferedby
war veteranswas given a clinical name;posttraumaticstressdisorder(PTSD. L i n d o(2002) sbudy of
veteransfound that the A mo &eguently reported problems|[were] with concentration,sleep disturbance,
nightmares flashbacks,intrusive thoughts,and emotionald i s t rMeteranstypically did not want to talk
abouttheir war time experiencesthey had no accesgo psychdogical medicineto help diagnoseor treatthose
with PTSD, and they and their families simply had to live with their emotionaldamage less obviousthan
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physicalinjuries and scars. This may help explain why Alfred often drankto excessand seemedunableto
appreciatehe hurt he sometimesausedthers,evendecadesater.

About the time of Alfred6 slischargefor 6 i hl el a |he nfettMargaretLouisaKendall of Leeds(born 19 June
1895died 15 Septembefl974,aged79). Shewould haveradically differentideasaboutmilitary servicethan
Alfred would have heardin his home and school,where duty and sacrificeto God, King and Country were
sanctified. | will comebackto Alfred andMa r g arelaionéhipandtheir moveto New Zealandbelow. In
the interim, it is importantto notethat A | f r exmki®eacesn WW1 probablyaffectedhis relationshipsand
behavios for manydecades.

Gordon who was 12 yearsyoungerthan Alfred, had beentoo youngto servein WW1. He did very well at
SedburghPrep but then had a setbackwhen he caughtrheumaticfever during his secondaryschooling. He
recalledlater in life having gone hometo bed for three months. It becamea family joke that, during his
convalescencehe had briefly attendedLeedsGirls High School (RMS Dunn & Dunn, 2010) He apparently
recoveredfinishedvery well at Sedburgrandwon a placeat eitherTrinity (Northland Age, 1945pr Pembroke
College (Banks, 1979) Cambridge University. Whatever, he read theology, history and psychology at
Cambridge,which is oneof Br i t mdstp@stigiousuniversities,for a Bachelorof Arts degreethat later
automaticallyconvertedto a Mastersdegree. It was the first masters degreevenwon by a memberof this
Macphersorfamily.

After graduationGordonreturnedto teachat SedburghPrepwith successo the pointwherehewas6 s houl der
t a p poelehdithe school. However,aaccordingto family oral history (RMS Dunn & Dunn, 2010) whenthe
headmastedecidedto delayhis retirementandG o r d propdsalof marriageto InesHilda Bennett(born 23
Januaryl905died 24 August 1985 aged80) on a bridgein Sedburghwasturneddown, Gordonand a friend
purchased preparatoryschoolin the Ngog Hills, nearNairobi, Kenya This schoolturnedoutto be afinancial
disasterand was sold in 1935. Gordonthen decided to visit his brotherAlfred in New Zealandwith every
intentionof returninghome. In the meantime Alfred6 Bfe hadtakentwo big turns.

Alfred and Margaret Macpherson,19161925

Margaret Louisa Kendall

Soonafterhis dischargdrom the British Army in 1916,Alfred announcedo the family thathe wantedto marry
MargaretLouisaKendall (seeright aged21,1916) Al f r fatltei®Henry conductedenquiries. He probably
foundthatMa r g apamrtsivese Alfred SunderlandKendall (a draperborn
about1864in Ossett,Yorkshire,died 23 August1936,in Yorkshire) and her
mother was Fanny Gibson born about 1873 in Cleckheaton,Yorkshire.
Margaret had one younger brother, Guy Gibson Kendall who was born
December1898 (FreeBMD, 1898) and died in 1916 in Leeds aged 18
(England and Wales Death Index, 1916)he causeof Guy K e n d aarly ¢
deathis not known. My fatherWilliam Guy 6 G uMa@phersorprobablygot (=
his middle namefrom Guy Kendall althoughhe wasnot told this, andit may
explainwhy hewasalwayscalledé Guy 6 .

HenryapparentlyconcludedhatMargaretwasé u n s u fot his éldestson.
Under the rules of primogeniture Alfred would have normally inherited his
f at lpmpediessandbusinessegswell astheresponsidity of looking after
his motherandsiblings. Wec a rbéstirewhy Henrymadetheruling butthere
are many possibilities. Two possibilitiesare that Alfred was not considered
readyor the mostappropriatao inheritthe family propertyandleadership.

A real pssibility is that Margaretwas unacceptable because she \wasinmarriedmother. Her sonHenry
Basil Kendallhadbeenbornin 1915in Hartlepool,Durham,England(General Register Office England, 2011)
He was later known as HamishMacpterson. SinceHamishis Gaelicfor Jameshe wasalsoknownasé J i md
until he revertedto being6 Ha mMa & P h e before acldievng minor fame as a sculptor and industrial
designelin England.Efforts to tracehim provedlargely futile until recently My brotherGilbertPete 6 Pet er 6
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Macphersongainedthe impressionthat he did not wish to revitalize New Zealandfamily connections. A
chapteiis devotedto Hamishin my biographyof MargaretL. Macphersonhis mother

Another real possibility is thatlfredd $ather Harry decidel that Margaretwas 6 u n s u ion edbcatienal
grounds. Henry and his older brotherWilliam Walker Macphersor(belowright) wereboth graduatesngineers
and clearly valued higher educationin the hard sciencesMargaretwas a university drop out from an arts
program for aspiring teachersshehad beenan externalstudentof St. AndrewsUniversity in 1911and 1912
but did not finish her Lady Literatein the Arts (LLA) Programme.Her changesn addressasrecordedby St
AndrewsUniversity,alsosuggestshatshewasquite mobile atthetime.

Another reasonfor H a r rrgje@tion may have beenher radical politics. In her later writings, Margaret
explainedthat shehadlong beena campaignefor w o me sufirage
that is, until the outbreak of WW1 when all such campaigning
stopped. It is widely believedthat it wasthe competencef women
workersduring WW1 that led to womenin Englandover the age of
30 gettingtheright to vote in 1918, but onlyif they could showthat
theywerehouseholderanarriedto a householdeor held a university
degree. Universalsuffragefor all adultsover the ageof 21 wasnot
given in England until 1928, that is, 35 years after New Zealand
womenhadgivensuchrightsin 1893.

Henry and his brother William Walker Macphersonwere both
staunchAnglicansand may havebeenparticularlyconcernedhatthe
Kendallswere Quakerg(the ReligiousSocietyof Friends). Margaret
had attendedLyndon Villa Quaker Schoo] Leeds (Green, 2007)
Quakaes believethat ordinary peoplecanhavea direct experienceof
0 t leternal C h r iasdtth@at JesusChrist should become known
throughtheir actionsandtheir public testimony. SomeQuakeraneet
for silent worship with no leaderand no fixed programme,while
othershaveservicesled by a pastorwith Bible readingsand hymns.
In earlier times Quakers were prominent in the antislavery
movementandin Ma r g aformadtive gears,in the women'srights
movement. SomeQuakershaverefusal to participatein war. Others
have promotedsocial justice and equality. Some wear very plain
dress. Othersusedhe& and @houd insteadof titles to treateveryone
with equalrespect. Othersrefuseto swearoaths giving allegiance
only to their saviour,Jess Christ.

Anglican 6 Hi @hurctd worship tends to stress the priestly,
liturgical and ceremonial aspects of worship, as well as
accoutrementssuch as vestments. Quakersare 6 L o @hurctd
Christians who minimize the emphasison the priesthood, the
sacrament&nd ceremony,often to emphasizesvangelicalprinciples |
(Bratcher,2009) Hence,the radical Christianpacifism of Quakers,
their 6 | awh u rattitudesto worship and their unwillingnessto
recogniserank would have been sharplyat oddswith the Anglican
valuesof the Macphersonof Leeds especiallythoseof Alfredé #Jncle William Walker Macphersond T h e
Majord asexplainedn anearlierchapter.

Whateveithe Macphersorof Leed$combination ofprincipal concernswvere,Alfred andMargaretdecided not
to acceptH e n rrylibgs They elopedand married9 March 1916in Blandford, Dorset(England and Wales
Marriage Index, 1916) Accordingto their marriagecertificate, Margaretwas a 21 year old forewomanin a
munitionsfactory. The endorsemernin Alfredé passporindicatesthattheyleft for New Zealandfrom Tilbury
Docksonor aboutl4 April (HMG, 1916,6 April).

Why New Zealand?Alfred may haveheardpositive things aboutthe countryrelayedfromhisgr andf at her 6 s
sistersAlison and Agneswho migratedto Dunedin,Otagoin the 1850s. Margaretwould havebeenawarethat
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New Zealandhad long given womenthe right to vote. The immediateresultof their decisionto defy Henry,
however,wasthat Alfred was6 ¢ @ t ffot his inheritanceandremainedestrangedrom his fatherandfamily
for nineyears thatis, two yearsafterhe haddivorcedMargaretin 1925.

Alfred and Margaret Macphersonin Kaitangata,Otago

Whenthey arrived on the Southlsland of New Zealandin 1916, Alfred and MargaretMacphersorsettledfor a
periodin the provinceof Otaga Theywereaccompaniedby Ma r g asoredtJd srhey&oonhadfour boysof
their own andthenmovedto the Far North of the
North Island This sectiondraws heavily on the
oral history provided to me by Alfred and his
secondson,Guy, followed by my own rersearch

Alfred found work at the Kaitangata(maneater)
Coalmine, near Milton in the South Island (see
right). The underground mining with picks,
shovels,geligniteand donkeyswas cold, wet and
dangerous. The minerstook risks becausethey
were paid by the numberof truck loadsthey got
out of themine. Injurieswerecommon.

It must have been difficult for Alfred, a ’
privileged public schoolboy, to work in suchconditions,althoughit may have beensaferthan beingin the
trenchesn France

Theliving conditionswere equally primitive. Theyrenteda oneroommi n ecottageinfestedwith rats. It
hada coal burningstoveandwalls madeof sackingnailedovera woodenframe. After a few yearsthat moved
into a betterhousein Milton.

Margaretgavebirth to four more boysin threeyears;HerbertPembertorMacphersonk nown as 6 Boeuf 6
spelton his gravestoneat WaipapakauriCemeteryborn 28 November1917 died 7 Novemberl976 aged58),

William Guy Macphersor(born 3 Decemigr 1918d. 13 August2001aged82), andthe twins PeterMarryatt
Macphersonborn 22 October1920died 17 August1942 aged21) and John AndersonMacpherson(born 22
October1920died 18 August1942aged21). The twins werenamedafterthe apostlesPeterand Johnandthe

two midwives in a nursing home near Milton; Miss
AndersorandMiss Marryatt.

Family life in Kaitangataand Milton wasinitially marked
by hunger, privation, interpersonaltension, Stoicism and
physical punishment for misdemeanoursredolent of
Sedburgh Guy recalledlittle joy and his parentshaving §
many bitter yet polite argumentsin a 6t er Em dpll i
way. Margaretaddedto their savingswith occasional
feature articles written for the Labour Party broadsheet
MUo r i Warked under the pen name of Wahine
(Woman). Theysavedto escape.

The family left Kaitangataabout 1922 when they had
purchaseda black Model T Ford with 6 f | a&ipd g
right). Theydroveto PictonandcrossedCook Strait by ferry. Alfred, Jim, Herbertand Guy thendroveto the
FarNorth onthe partially gravelledroads.

Along the way theyweregivena calf thatrodein thetin bathandwaskeptasa family mascoffor manyyears,
despitebeinga poormilker. Theyhadto betowedup the muddysouthsideof the Mangamukasorgeby alarge
white horseriddenby asmallM U o oy who waspaid £5.

Margarettook the twins, who were still at breast,on the coasta boatsto Houhorawherethey were met by
Alfred andsons. Margaretannounceder arrival deliberatelyon 11 October1923in TheNorthlander Colonel
Allan Bell&s newspaperto asserther availability althoughit did not lead immediatelyto employment(M. L.
Macpherson;1923) Her next article entitted6 T WnterlessN o r {Mh [& Macpherson1924b)declaed her

4omP.C. View of Kaitangata & River from Hill above the Mine
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supportfor B e | Vesien of British progressivismand was written at Waiharara After a short spell at
Waihararathe family shiftedto Kaitaiaandthenbackto Awanui (big river).

Alfred and Margaret Macphersonin the Far North

Kaitaiawasat anearly stageof developmenin 1924, smallerthanthe busyportsof Awanui andMangonui(big
shark) Work washardto find andaccommodationvasexpensive. The family soonshiftedthe six milesback
to Awanui whereAlfred could moreeasilyfind faresasa taxi driver, althoughhis taxi businessemainedbased
in Kaitaia. Boeufard Guy attendedAwanui PrimarySchool
Margaretbecameill to the point of frailty. It wasapparento othersthat she badly neededhelp with her
children. May Russel] a local girl with a child Doris, wasinvited to movein, andfrom thenon, wasclosely
involvedin theraisng of the boys. Margaretgraduallyregainecherhealthandturnedbackto herwriting. May
recalledthat whenshemovedin the boyswere skinny, sickly andwould eatraw potatoesf giventhem(K. S.
Macpherson& P. Macpherson,2010) They were also deprived of emotional supportand would today be
regardechsneglected.
Alfred and Margaretwerean odd couplein otherways. Guy recalledthat his motherinsistedon beingcalled
Margaret,a Quakertrait, andthatshewasanaccomplishegianist. Shesupplementedlfredd snevenearnings
by acompatying the silent moviesshownat E v a piésetheatrein Awanui and by writing specialfeatures
for local newspapersGuy alsorememberedhe erraticfamily economyalsomeantsuddermovesto stayahead
of therent collectors;ii Wetayed in more placesthanany otherfamily we k n e Wlfral wasnot a consistent
provider,sometimegurning to drink, increasinglyputting the marriageunderpressure. Thesebehavioursare
notinconsistentith untreated®TSD.
Alfred andMa r g a magring@lastednine years. They were married9 March 1916 anddivorced27 April
1925. In sum their family in KaitangataWaihararaKaitaiaand Awanui comprised
1 HamishMacphersonknownaso J i barn 815in Hartlepool,Durham,EnglandasHenry BasilKendal,
died in Monmouth,Gwent, Walesas HamishMacPherson.He was educatedat the Elam Schoolof Arts
and Crafts attendedCentralSchoolof Art and Designin London
taughtfor a few yearsat St. Martins Collegeafter World War Two
(WW2) (seeright) and becamea moderatelyfamoussculptorand
industrialdesignerand

1 Herbert PembertonMacpherson variously known as 6 H Pod
0 B o ebarh28 Novemberl917anddied 7 Novemberl976,aged
58, atimbermiller at KaingaroanearAwanui

1 William Guy Macpherson known as 6 G u ypdin 3 December [
1918died 13 August 2001, aged82, a farmerin the Mangatotoe
Valley, Fairburns

1 PeterMarryatt Macphersontwin, born 22 October1920 died 17
August1942,aged21, 27" (Machine Gun) Battalion off Greece
WW2, and

1 JohnAndersonMacphersonborn22 October1920died 18 August1942,aged21, RNZAF, off the Danish
coastMentionedin DespatchesNVW2.

Thestrawthatfinally brokethema r r $baawadprobablyAlfreddé philandering. Accordingto family oral
history, Margaretbecamesuspiciousabout Alfredé ®ccasional
fishing trips up the 90 Mile Beach One unverified story has it
that she hired a ¢ 0 mp e ttaxitandrcédughthim campingat
Hukaterewith two beautifulgirls, oneof themMay Russell

Family oral history also has it that Margaret finally left
Alfred6 shildren (Boeuf Guy, Peterand Johr) on the stepsof
theReids i s tbaamdifgbousein Ahipara(oncean orphanage
and todaya backpackersodge, seeright) andtook Jim with her |
when she movedto Kaitaia Shewas able to make the break
whenshewon a permanenpostasa journaliston Allan B e | |
newspapem later1924andachievedinancialindependece




Margaretworked in Kaitaia asa
full-time reporter and feature
writer until 1928 when she was
appointed editor of Colonel |-
Allan Bellé sveekly broadsheet e
The Northlander This
publication  promoted the
developmentof the Far North
andtheC o | o mealkstateand
political interests between 13
March 1922 and 21 July 1933,
when it finally ceased |
publication. It was publishedin
thepremiseof F.B. Rowe& Co.
(seen centre right in the |~ A&q
Northwood Collection = L |
photograptabovetakenin thelate 1920s courtesyof theFarNorth ReglonaIMuseun)

During this period Margaretdivorced Alfred, on 27 April 1925, married her secondhusbandJohné J o c k 6
Johngon, a swampdredgeengineeron 2 May 1925(Registrarof BDM NZ, 2011)andgavebirthto J o ¢ $06, s
JohnMario 6 D a vJohd$on on 11 Junel1925in the MangonuiHospital (RegistrarGeneralof New Zealand,
1984) Accordingto oneunverified source shehadtwo moregirls with the seconddying in infancy beforeshe
left Jocksometimen theearly1930s but| havenot beenableto verify or refutethis claim.

Margare® gob at The Northlander involved writing feature articles often highly critical of opponentsto

development. In one article she criticized Dalmations who [J & . -
repatriatedsomeof their earningso Dalmatiainsteadof investingin
the Far North (M. L. Macpherson1924b) In anothersheattacked |
the anti-developmentonservatisnof the missionaryfamilies (M. L.
Macpherson,1924a) She also wrote featurearticlesreporting the
C o | o meblicihysstuntsthat romanticisedlife in the Far North,
suchasthe filming of a documentaryentitied The Ridersof the Red
Manuka (M. L. Macpherson,1926a,1926b) This filming was the
subgct of an exhibition of woodcutsin the Far North Regional
Museumby FaithMcManus(2010) Thedetailfrom a publicity shot
showsa demureMargareton location (seeright, courtesyof Don
Hammondandthe FarNorth RegionalMuseum)
The wider shot (right, no. 149 in the Northwoo€ollectior) has
Margaretin front of the horsecarrying the imperial Colonel Allan
Bell who is wearingthe
largest sombrero that
the sole hatlesscowboy
brought to the shoot.
Another cowboy
distantly linked to the
Macphersonss Karena |
Wiki 6 G a n Hayeda
tenth from the left on
the rails, who married §
6Annad Karg
McManus
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John Mario 6Daviddé Johnson

Margaretfinally left the Far Northof New Zealand in 1933 for Watigton She abandoned her child (or

children) by Jockb hnst on, taking onl y h e David Jomstorspemsomdtimearr 6 Ji md

anorphanagdeforebeingadoptedout. He marriedlsabellawishartMorwood (2011)on 15 December1951in

New Plymouth New Zealand,and had three children; JoanneElizabeth Johngon born 1 July 1952, David

'‘Mark' Johngon born 19 Septembefl953andRobynJohnson born4 May 1964. Two havein turn marriedand

producedchildrenof their own

1 JoannamarriedDouglasFrazer(born19 Decemberl953in Balclutha,Otagg New Zealand)andhadfour
childrenin Christchurch Aaron Paul Frazdoorn22 May 1977 ,JonathorDavid Frazerborn9 February
1980,MatthewReubenW. Frazerborn10 Jul 1990,andAnn-Elise JoyFrazerborn9 May 1993

1 Daviddé Ma raledurerin Waikatolnstituteof Technologyin Hamilton, marriedSueMcLeishborn18
August1954in Kamo, Northland. Theyhadthreechildren;BenMichaelJohnson born14 December
1986,GregSimonJohrston born25 Februaryl989andToni Maree Johnstoborn24 April 1991.

OnceDavid wasmadeawareof his half brothershe visited Kaitaia He met
with Guy and borrowed materialsabout his mother and startedto piece
togetherhis early years. He and Guy could have passedastwins. He is
pictured right receiving an award from a service cluBHe retired to his
yachtin New Plymouth mooredin Nelsonfor a few years,and died in
Hamiton on 27 December2005, aged 82. His wife Isabellalives in
Hamiltonnearhergrandchildren.

From Auckland Margaretmovedto getwork in Australig England New
York, andthenback to England. Sheeventuallyreturnedto Aucklandandthento Kaitaia whereshedied 15
Septembef974. Her life is the subjectof a nationalbiographcal note (Green,2007)and,asnotedabove,is the
subjectof a full biography While in Australiashe partneredwith William Thomasé B i Albert) a journalist
from Alice Springswho workedfor the Bulletin. Theyshiftedto Englandso he couldreportthe war. Theyhad
a son, Cluny Macpheason Albert who was born 26 June
1938, in Ajaccio, Corsica and married 4 May 1940 in
London (England and Wales Marriage Index, 2010jhey
movedto New York for the restof WW2 where Margaret
andBill joinedthe literati and socialisedwith suchasWalt
Disney (seeright). It was during this time that Margaret §
managed three newspapers and Ishort story 6 T h§
Vi r t wonrstlee@ahlow Memorial Prize in 19451946
Since tle rest of the detail of Margar@ts | i f e i
her biography,| will briefly explain what happened to
Cluny.

Cluny Macpherson Albert Cluny Michael Macpherson

Margaretand Cluny were baptizedas Catholicsin Peconic,Long Island, New York in 1949. Cluny attended
numerousCatholic schoolsand startedstudyingto be a priestin 19521953 in the Don Bosco Junioratein

HaverstrawNY. He hadreada book by ThomasMerton during that time, The SevenStoryeMountain and
wrote to his motherthat he was so inspired by that work, that he wantedto entera monasteryand becomea

TrappistMonk. Margarettold him thatoncehe enteredhe monasteryshewould neverseehim again,sowould

he comehomefor the summer? He came home to Peconic, wheskewasworking asa schoollibrarianin a

local high schoo|] met his future wifeind abandned plans of becoming a pri¢et Macpherson2010)

Cluny enlistedin the United StatesAir Force (USAF) on 10 October1956 whenhe was 18 androseto the
rank of Senior Master Sergeant He earneda Bachelorof Sciencedegreein 1975, while on active duty,
attendingclassesveekendsand evenings. He completedtwo tours of duty in Vietnamin Globemasters He
qualified asa FederalAviation Association(FAA) licensedaircraft mechanicprior to his retirementfrom the
USAF, in September1977. He wasthenhired by Trident TechnicalCollege Charlestonfo startan Associate
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Degreeprogran in Aircraft Maintenancelechnology,leadingsuccessfufraduatego earnFAA Airframe and

PowerplantMechaniccertificatesin orderto servicecivilian aircraftin the USA. The programalso awarded

AssociateDegreesto studentswho completedthe additionalacademicwork in Maths, English, Science,and

relatedstudyareas.

Cluny earnedhis MastersDegreefrom WebsterUniversity in 1978, again by attendingschool nights and
weekends.He continuedto teachat Tridentfor 11 years,servingasAssociateDeanfor Industrial Technology,
supervisingthe Industrial programsof study at the collegein Aircraft MaintenanceTechnology,Automotive
Technology, Auto Body Repair, Diesel Technology, Machine Tool Technology, Airconditioning and
RefrigerationRepair,and Welding Technology.Prior to his retirementfrom Tridentin 1988,he hadearned27
credithourstowardsanEdD (ap r a c t i dodtooatedd eqbasstatusto a PhD) from the University of South
Carolina

C | u nearfy setirementwas causedby an aircraft accidentthat left
him severelybody andbraindamaged.His recoverysincethenhasbeen =
oneof astonishing progressstrongly supportedy his wife andchildren.
Cluny had married Mary Ann Jones a nurse (born 31 March 1939in
Monmouth,New Jersey)pn 25 Junel960,in GoshenNew York.

Theyhadchildren in threedifferentUSAF postingsKathleenMichelle
Macphersorborn 13 July 1961in Holyoke, Massachusett&laine Marie
Macphersorborn 10 October1962 in Honolulu, Hawaii, and Michael
StevenMacphersonborn 16 July 1964,in Ewa Beach,Hawaii. These
childrenhavemarried,settledin SouthCarolinaandhadchildren
1 Kathleen married Hamer Price Thomas (an open cast mining

engineerborn 13 October1959, Charleston SouthCaroling on 18

June 1983 in St. Thomasthe Apostle Church, North Charleston,
South Carolina (see right, 2008). They had two children in

CharlestonJosephHamer Thomasborn 10 October1989, and lan

Macphersomrhomasborn3 Januaryl995.

1 Elaine marriedDr Brent R. Humphrey DMD (an orthadontistborn
27 March 1958in Norwich, New York) on 7 Novemberl1987in St.
John the Baptist Cathedral,Charleston(see secondright, 2008).
They had three children in Charleston;SavannahRose Humphrey
born 1 October 1992, Mariah Leigh Humphrey born 24 January
1995andRachelAnn Humphreybornanddied 24 August1999.

1 Michael marriedJoanMarie Kasonovich(born 26 Septembed 963)
on 4 April 1990in St. Johnthe Baptist Cathedral Charleston,SC
(see third right, 2008). They had two children in Charleston;
Caroline Marie Macphersorborn 13 June1993 and Luke Michael
Macpheasonborn3 April 1995.

Cluny and Mary Ann are very closeto
their children and grandchildren and
oftengo on holidaystogetherThe photo & :'-
right was taken Christma 2010. The |= == "o
back row comprises Joseph Thomas |
(21), SavannahHumphrey (18), Cluny
Macpherson(72) and Luke Macpherson
(15). The front row haslan Macpherson
Thomas (15), Caroline Macpherson
(17), Mariah Humphrey(15) and Mary
Ann Macphersor{néeJones)72).
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Alfred and May Macpherson, 19251939

May and Doris Russell

Recall, Alfred and Margaretwere divorced 27 April 1925. Two months
later, on 20 June 1925, Alfred remarried,this time with May Cecelia
Russell (born 2 April 1894 died 22 June 1984 aged 90). They were
marriedat St Joseplis Anglican Maori Church(established® May 1887in
Awanui). Alfred was30andMay was31. Thephotoof May Russellright
wastakenabout1914.

Both brought children from prior relationshipsto the marriage. May
broughta daughterDoris EdnaRussell thensevenporn17 Januaryl918.
Alfred broughtBoeufagedseven,Guy agedsix andthe Twins, Peterand
John agedfour. They then had three children of their own; Kenneth
Sinclair 6 K e Matpherson David Macpherson(still born) and Gordon
Rossé Wi mecpherson This sectionfocuseson Ma y @asghterDoris
andM a y lBaskgroundandeventsin her marriagewith Alfred overthe 14
yearstheyweretogetherfrom 1925t0 1939. Ma y @graddaughtefracey

took up the story (AndrewsSmith,2010)

May was from the Waimanoni (Bitter sweetwater) Marae north of
Awanui where her people held substantial land titless. May @
whakapapdgenealogylwas from the old rangatira(chieftain) lines of
the Ngai Takotg Ngati Kuri and peoplesof Te Paatu When her
motherremarried Doris did not moveout with herto Mangatoetoeand
was raised by her two grandmothersTaipara Hiria Aperahama(see
right) and Caterina Russell (below) across the road from th
WaimanoniMarae

Doris attendedQueenVictoria Schoolin Auckland from 1937where
shematriculatedandwas headgirl. Shelater married GeorgeStanley
Andrews a mechanicalengineerborn in Thames19 May 1911 and
working at the StationHotel, now partof the Elam Schoolof Fine Arts.
Doris and Georg raised two children in Auckland; Carole May
Andrewsborn 14 May, 1940andJoanMary Andrews born 19 January
1943. Carole first married Stuart Erskine Smith a successfultextile
Australasianmerchant. The Smith and McLelland families are of
MacDonalddescenin Perthshireand Aberdeenshire.The family held
stationsin Howes Landing, Otagoand Baynam,Nelson The couple
were separatedn 1979. Carole and Stuart had three children that
prefer to remain anonymous.




Given the importanceof whakapapan MU o culture, the increasedavailability of
scholarshipsor childrenof M U o descentandthe steadyimpactof cultural blending

in the family, Ma y @visakapapaand significant contribution to the Macpherson 1

family are now summarised. | adknowledge here the help of my father Guy

Macpherson | alsoreceivedhelp from PeraRose6 B e Cabsiilyand Anna Karena

née McManuswhencompiling whakapapdor a RussellFamily Reuniona few years
ago,althoughtheir researchmaywell havesincemovedon. Suchwork is neverdone
andl welcomecorrections.

MayR u s s @dndaldgy

May was christenedMei Poro Hiria Raharaat St Josepli in Awanuiin April 1894.

Shewasthe eldestchild of twelve bornto Albert ThomasGilding 6 F r Rudséll(see

aboveright) and Caterina(Catherine)PererikaRussell nédHoani Tiiwhi (born1875

died 19 Decemberl940aged65). It might be notedthat eight of Fredand Caterina

R u s s wvéleéhitdrensurvivedchildhood:

1. May Cedlia Russell born 8 April 1894 died 22 June 1984, aged90, married
Alfred Sinclair Macpherson20 June1925. They had three children; Kenneth
Sinclair 6 K e Mapherson David Macpherson(still born) and Gordon Ross
6 Wi mMkcpherson

2. Rihi Ngawini Russel] born 18 March 1896 died 6 Decemberl896, 10 months
old, buriedat Matarau.

3. JohnJosepiCharles6 H a rRusgefiborn21 May 1897 (seeaboveright aged8)
died 24 June1962 aged65, marriedLily PhoebeBowgenborn 11 April 1907
died 7 April 1993 aged 85, sevenchildren; Horace ThomasCharlesRussel)
Phyllis Daphne Elizabeth Russel] Una Doreen Russel] Eileen Lily Crystal
Russell RobertKingsley 6 B o Ruésel] Frederick George6 F r Rus<elland
JohnGaryRussell all with children

4. Frederick(Whereri) Watt (Riki) 6 F r Bubs®l) born 30 December1898 (see |

right) died 20 February1962 aged63, timber miller, Fox Glacier, died in car
accidem. Married Phyllis Evelyn Parishfrom Granity, Westport,andtherewere
no children.

5. RobertPretoriaé B o Ruésell(RapataPiritoria Rahara)(Russell,2010) born5
Septembed900died 19 October1986 aged86, Railway Battalion,2NZEF (see
right), married Eileen ElizabethDunn born 27 May 1916 died 1990 aged 73.
They adoptedDavid Arthur Russell Peter ThomasRusselland Nona Russé,
who betweenthem had seven children. Like his father, David is a widely
respectedreteransoldier. He is a marketgardeneiin the Takahueand closeto
many in the Macphersonfamily. He married Kathryn and has a son, Dean
Russell anda daughtemlsoKathrynRussell PeterandNonamovedsouth.

6. SarahRussellbornanddied17 Septembef903,lived onehour.

7. Cecily Ruby 6 S iRaséell born4 July 1904 at Waimanoni(seeright), died 26
August 1979 aged75. Sis marriedHugh 6 B a r Ma&vartusborn 10 August
1898died 21 Decemberl976aged78. They hadsix children; Lorna Kathleen
McManus Cherry Agnes McManus Flanagan McManus Myra Merrill
McManus Hugh Robert McManus and Anne Shirl ey oA
McManus who, betweerthemhad26 children. Lorna(who taughtin Herekino),
Myra (with GeorgeUdjur herhusbanda championrosegrower)and Anna(once
teacling at Te KaoandBroadwood arewell knownto manyMacphersons.

8. Te Walikiokapua(Crystal) Russell born 22 February1908. Married George |

Williams (seeright), left for Australiaandlosttouchwith thefamily.
9. Alice Maud Russell born1910(seesecondright) died 8 Octoberl976aged57.




Shemarried7 Decemberl929to HerbertRingerMartlew, born2 June
1907 died 21 April 1943 aged39. They had twins; JunelLily and
Shirley Ada Martlew, both marriedandeachhadfive children.

10. HareKingi Riki Russell born1 October1911,died1915aged3.

11. CharlesKingsleyd C h a Russelghérn1914died26 July 1979aged
65. Driver for the CO of 18 Bn. 2 NZEF. Married JeanWallaceand
hadtwo children;Keith RichardRussellandJohnnyRussell

12. RichardGeorgeRussel] born Septembedied 14 November1918in
infancy.

An immediateimplication of Ma y éariageto Alfred for Herbert(aged
7), Guy (aged6) andthe Twins PeterandJohn(aged4) wasstabilisationin
their home life. Another was that they acquiredeight auntiesand eight
uncles,29 first cousinsand over 50 secondcousins. Guy recalledfi Iwas BT :
if, overnight,| suddenlyhad dozensof new relatives. Having lost Margaretl loved havmg aII thesekwa
[aunties]. Theytaughtmeall sortsoft hi ngs . 0

Ma y €ather Fred Russellwas not at the wedding. He had disappearedl4 months earlier in dubious
circumstances.He hadservedin the Royal Navy and becamea stor&keeperin North Awanui. Fred,aged27,
and Caterina,aged18, were married26 April 1893in Kaitaia by the Rev. H.V. Paerataand the Rev. Joseph
Mathews It wasa terrible shockto Far North societywhenFredsuddenlyfiled for bankruptcy5 March 1924,
sold Lake Ngaty which had beena weddingpresentfrom Hiria to Cateina (AndrewsSmith, 2010) andthen
disappeard. Heleft his wife to raisetheir eightsurvivingchildren. Attemptsto tracehim provedfutile.

FredRusseld motherwasreputedlyLady SarahWatt (seeright) who oncevisited Awanui from herhomein
Sydney Australia wheresomeconsequenthbelieve her sonfled to. It seemsunlikely but F r e bré@theris
believedby someto be BertrandRussel] the famousEnglish philosopher whoseson Conradwas educatedat
Dartington, Eton and at Merton College Oxford University before becominga history professorat Yale
University, andthenin 1987, becomingthe fifth Lord Russell. Similarly,
F r e drandfatheris believedto be John Russel] a Whig Member of
ParliamentandPrimeMinister of Englard.

It is more likely that F r e ththes was Henry Russell,born November
1834 and christened26 November 1834 in Melcombe Regis, Dorset,
England by his parentsThomasandElizabethRussell(England and Wales
Christening Records, 2008)Thomasmay have beenborn in 1800 and
might be relatedto Jom Russell a Whig Prime Minister, but | await
confirmationfrom Russellfamily researchers.

May had auntieswhosefamilies were alsoknown to Alfred, Boeuf, Guy
andthe Twins. Ca t e rfatheravésBloani Tiiwhi (JohnnySteven)(born
1838 died 28 Septembed 892 aged54) (seeright) who may not be of Te
Rarawa his whakapapais just not known (AndrewsSmith, 2010) He
married Taipara Hiria Aperahama(Abraham) of Ngai Takoto (born 31
August1852died 10 April 1941aged88) andtheyhadhadthreedaughters;
Wehi Hoani Tiiwhi, CaterinaPererikaHoani Tiiwhi ( Ma ymdtker)and
Harata(Charlotte)Hoani Tiiwhi (born2 Novemberl891). Wehiis known
to havemarriedand hadtwo children; Rahu(Ralph) Hoani who marrieda
womanfrom Te Hapuaand had a child Tui. Tui married SteveMcGrath
andhada child namedDelia, who in turn marrieda Cook andgavebirth to
Alex SteveCook. ThebeautifulHarata(seeright) marriedHarametgJohn)
Karepaand while she had no children of her own, raisedtwo whangai
children(childrengivenby relatives);Mere Karepa who marrieda Henare,
andHilda Karepa

Ma y @amily is particularly distinguishedon her mo t h eide6 Her
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maternalgrandfathemwas Aperahamal aiawaruaa highly respectedeacheiin aé n a & c W eFoomthdreher
ancestrytracesbackto the earliestknown membersof Ngai Takota Currentresearchby Carol and Tracey
AndrewsSmithis clarifying this lineagewith greaterprecisionthat! havebeenableto achieve.lt wasnot by
accidentthat May was describedby her daughtefin-law, NancyeMacpherson(née Mills), asfi aesalMU o r i
pr i n clewasgftdakanasenior)descent.

Ma y éosnectionsacrossthe Far Northd o neddithere. For example,her maternalgrandmothewasErana
(Ellen) or Hera Aperahamaalso of Ngai Takotq who provided May with many unclesand aunties. Six of
E r a nemlit children are known to havereachedadulthoodand had children; Herora (Harold) Aperahama
Karaihe AperahamaHare Aperahana EranaAperahamaHiria (Tai Hiria) AperahamgCaterin® snother),
Euari ErueraAperahamaTeporaNgaropi Aperahamaand Keita (Katie) Aperahama The point is that when
Alfred marriedMay he marriedinto oneof the largestandoldestM U o faniilies of the Far North thathelp form
the backboneof threeiwi; Ngati Kuri, Ngai TakotoandTe Paatu

Dorothy Cloher and Merimeri Penfold (Cloher, 2002) have provided a bilingual explanationof how Ngai
Takoto initially prosperedatfter their arrival on the canoe Kurahaupofrom Haiwaiiki (the homelandin the
Pacific) and later how they generouslyhostedTe Aupouri (the smokedarkenedcurrent) who were forced to
migratenorthfrom the Hokiangaby tribal warfare WaimanoniMaraewaslongNgai T a k o tuak@nhanarae,
along with Houhoraand Te Make (Sweetwater. Waimanoniis centralto RangaunuBay (Awanui Harbour)
whichis rich in babysandsharks. It isad a ywalk acrosshe peninsularto the WestCoastandthe 90m Mile
Beachwhich s alsorich in seafood(seethe Russellfamily harvestingoheroaright, courtesyTraceyAndrews
Smith).

Ngai Takotowasblessedwith manywaterwaysfor its canoesand had someof the mostextensivelyirrigated
vegetablegardendn pre-PakehaNew Zealand. Their name,Ngai Takoto (to lie down), datesfrom whentheir
most famousancestor Tuwhakaterdaid down and died from grief in his old agewhen his belovedand club
footedgrandsorHokawaskilled in battle. Suchis the love thatNgai Takotohavefor their mokopuna

In the 1830sand 1840s,when Ngai Takotowasbadly decimatedy epidemicsandemigration,theylost most
of their extensiveand largely unoccupiedlands during Panakaread gjuardianshipto non-M U o owinership
(Waitangi Tribunal, 1997) fi L a t leolvever, despite their relatively small number, Ngai Takoto has
experienceda moral if not material
r es ur g(Elohereg2008, p. 52) It
will be shownbelow that Macphersons,
Alfred and Ma y @rmndchildren, are
emerging today as part of the new
generatiorof leaderson the Waimanoni
Marag replaed the old wharehui
(meeting house) Wikitoria with new
facilities, challengingwater allocations |
from the aquiferunderNgai Takotoland
and communicatingwith their diaspora
claimed to be up to 5,000 strong
(Ngaitakoto.com2007)

By 2012 Ngai Takotowere on the L s
verge of accepting a settlement recommended by the Waitangi Trltbla’nahould prowde compensan for
lands alienated by unscrupulous methods used by the settler governments and the return of lands still held by the
Government.

Alfred and May Macphersonin Awanui
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The day after Alfred and May Macphersonwere married,on 22 June1925at St J o s e (sdedght), Guy
recalledthat they movedtheir instantfamily acrossthe road from the WaimanoniMaraeand a few hundred
yardstowardsWaipapkaui to boardwith the JoeKarenaandhis wife. Uncle Joeoftencarrieda Bible andwas
from Te Aupouri whoselandsarearoundTe Kao. Until theyresumedheir renthopping,Guy recalledsleeping
onthefloor in traditionalM U o styie usingthe sleepingmatswovenby Caterina.

For the next 14 years,from June 1925 until 1939, when
they began enlisting for military service in WW2, the
Macphersonboys were raised by May. Caterinabecame
their dealy beloved 6 Gr a Russell 6 She and May
inductedthem naturallyinto many aspectsof M U o euliure.
Guy, for example rememberedbeingtaucht to usea starfish
to loosenapauad grip whendiving andhowto plantkumara s
sproutsin top soil loosenednly to depthof ahandspan,and [
thenonly oneyearin threeon the sameground. He andhis
brothersalsolearnedto rotatethar collectionof seafood to
guaranteets sustainabilityandthata tapuput on a beachby
a tohunga(priest) after a personhad died there both honouredthe deceasednd helpedthe living with the
grievingprocess.

Therewasoneexception(K. S. Macphersor& P.Macpherson2010) Although Caterinawasverballyfluent
in Te ReoRangatira(the languageof the chiefs,M U o) rhér husbandFred Russelldecidedagainstany of their
childrenbeingtaughtM U oin the belief thatthe languagewvould soondisappeaand,indeed thatit wasbestfor
MU o to issimilate. He could not have anticipatedthe M U o Reinaissancén the 1980sand the reciprocal
effectsof cultural blendingwidely evidentin the Far North today. May could understandut wasnot verbally
fluentin M U o and attendedthe M U o Iraind Courtto protecther interestsfor periodswhenshewasliving at
Mangatoetoe

Boeufand Guy startedattendingAwanui Primary School Alfred irregularlytried alternativego taxi driving,
suchas gum digging just north of Lake Ngatu and milking cows at Alec Maria's farm, near Awanui. Guy
rememberedhat fi Iwasa handto-mouthe x i s t &he breaktiroughcamein 1927 ten yearsafter Alfred
hadbeend c a ft By disfather,. Al f r fatferdenry, perhapsencouragedy A1 f r divdréeBom Margaret
in 1925, commissionedhe GuardianTrust and ExecutorsCompanyof New Zealandin Auckland to invest
Al f riehdridanceas capitalin a viable businesgo be nominatedby Alfred, if it gainedhis approval. The
termsof the bequesspecificallypreventedaccesso the capitalascash.

Alfred nominatedSteph@ O x n a prépsrtywhich wasthenfor sale(seeright); Section102, Mangatoetoe
Roadof the Parishof Kaiaka,about11 miles southeast
of Kaitaiain the foothills of the Maungataniwh&range.
Henty 6 approval came through, and on 27 January
1928, the GuardianTrust becamethe owner of Section
102 (LINZ, 1998a) on behalf of Alfred, but not, asit
transpiredpn behalfof Alfred andMay.

In ayoungcountrywheresomeof the earlyland sales
(Waitangi Tribunal, 1997, pp. 5B04) beforethe Treaty
of Waitangi (Orange, 1987) violated any reasonable
senseof the word 6 s a precipitatedNew Z e a | sa ff
Land Warsandarestill subjectto challengethrough the
Waitangi Tribunal it is important to note who the o .
original MU o owinersof the 6 Ma n g a\t @li | tverg and how the land wassold. i R u t HamedRewiti,
Karaka,ReihanaMatiu, Rapuhanal oho, TohoraandWiremuP i k a(Ramséey2001,pp. 2-3) hadthe Kaiaka
Block surveyedin 1865andputit up for saleto the Government. The block alsoincludedthe Te Puhi areaat
the top of Mangatoetoeand parts of Victoria Valley. The original spelling (and currentpronunciation)was
60 Ma h @ & meaniriga swampof toitoi (plume)grass,whatwe called6 ¢ ug rt aflsecadseof the effect it
hadon barefeet.
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By 1865,all salesof M U o lraind hadto be madethroughthe Government.Underthe termsof the Homestead
Act of the 1870s,the Governmentould thengive free grantsof land to approvedsettlers. Les Fosterexplained
(1976, p. 4) thata malesettlerwasgiven eithe 50 acresof 6 f iclasslta rod76 acresof 6 s e cclasslda n d 6 .
A s e t twifeedoubledthis entittementwith a smalleradditionalacreagegiven for eachchild, to a maximum
of 200acresof first classlandto afamily, or 300acresif secondclassland. Theyhadto payto surveyfeesand
make improvementswithin a specifiedtime. Hence,the 120 acres(48.5622 hectares)of Section102 in
MangatoetoeRoad, Fairburnscame into the Macphersonfamily, albeit initially under the auspices of the
GuardianTrust With a small areaof river flat at the front andshallowsoils over a limestoneridge, the section
wasclassifiedas6 s e ccd medsGnda r gfarmireg lardl.

Alfred and May Macphersonin Mangatoetoe

Alfred Macphersorand his sonsBoeuf, Guy, Peterand Johnmovedout to the Mangatoetodarm in February
1928. May was not with themfor the first few months. Shehad just given birth to KennethSinclairé Ke n 6
Macphersor(born 5 Januaryl928) and stayedon with her mother6 G r aRussgld beforecomingout to the
farm (seeright).

Guy recalledtheir inauspiciousarrival. The truck with their belongingsii j urgdeit acrossthe rickety
br i dbgsaéthe cowshedi b trbke throughthe culvert =T
leadingupto the Old H o u sTée householdyoodshadto be |- '
manhandledhe final 150 yards up the hill. Nevertheless, [
they felt partiaularly welcomedwhen a little old lady, Mrs
Mary Switzer, Claud Switzefs mother,walked over from the
neighbouringpropertywith a big billy of teaandhalf a dozen
applepies. ;

Alfred and his sonsinitially learnedfarming by trial and |
error. Havingbeengiven an English public schooleducation ==
for boys, Alfred lacked the basic knowledge, skills and
attitudesneededo farm successfullyin the Far North of New
Zealand. Reuben and Mary Switzer helped them to
understandsoils, fertilisers, cattle, seasonsand the basicsof
veterinarian science. Alfredé spractical farming skills
(draining, fencing, ploughing, cropping, etc.) were learned
from his new brotherin-law, Bob Russelland his mate Ted
Baker Bob waslater a railway engineerin the 2NZEF and,
like Ted, was a masterof all farming crafts. Alfred also
learnedfrom other relatives acquiredby marriage,such as
Lorna McManus and Geitrude Hamilton who taught the
Macphersonsiowto milk andseparatereamby hand.

The first projectundertakenasrecalledby Guy, wasto set
up a pit saw, where the calf shedis now, to sawlogs and *
extendthe first cowshedbuilt by the Oxnams. The resultwasa four-bail walk-throughshedfor handmilking
with a calf shedalongside.Priorto that,asGuyputit, i T h i wergmettyr ugged . 0

The nextproject,supervisedoy May, wasto cleartall titree (scrub)by axeandspadeo planta kitchengarden
on what later becamethe site for a new house. The third wasto increasethef a r paStgrageby gradually
drainingthe raupo(bullrush) swampshat ran up the valleysfrom the Mangatoetoereek,cutting the tall titree
off the hills fronting the road and clearingthe brackenand blackberriesthat competedwith new grass. The
fourth wasto build a boundaryfencealongthe roadfrontageto hold the bulls acrossheriver, thenup andover
the limestoneridge besidethe Switzers,acrosshe backof the farm, andthendown againto the front boundary
on Mangatoetodroad.

The fifth projectover manyyearswasto actively manaye the pasturespy subdividing paddockswithin the
boundariesclearingunwantedregrowth and weeds,and reseedingand fertilising the soil. Low cost manual
methodshadto beused. Axes, wedgesandmaulswereusedto split puriri andtotaralogsinto postsandbattens.
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Horseswere usedto pull a single plough over clearedground and
transportgoodsby sledge. Axes, scythesand slashhookswere used
to clearthe brackenblackberriesandtitree.

Ken Macpherson(2008) recalledthat Alfred usedtwo horsesto
mow the fern that grew throughthe pastureeachyear. May useda
large handmaderake, just undera metrewide madefrom a pieceof
3x2 with woodenprongs,to rakethe cut fern downto the bottom of
the hills into rows for drying andburning. Spadesandlong handled
shovelswere usedto dig out stumps,drains and roads. Although
Alfred hadlearnedto usegelignitein Kaitangata Guy recalledthat
he was eitherreluctantto useit or unableto afford it in thoseearly yearson the farm. Ken alsorecalledthat
onceAlfred hadlearnedto plough,he contrat¢ed out his servicego neighbourdo addto thef a r caghiow.

The boys attendedrairburnsSchool,ate well, startedto grow and were taughtto box (seeright, Boeufand
Guy). Later, in the Army, Guy was Battalion Welterweight <
Championandwasgiventhe nicknamed B a s dseemeénbered
decadesater by the EvansFamily, asexplainedbelow.

Later in 1928 Alfredd goungerbrotherWilliam Stuarté B o i~
Macpherson visited Mangatoetoe As explained in the S
Macphersonof Leedschapter,Bob was later Chaplainto the
FleetAir Arm in the SecondWorld War, servedon the aircraft
carrierHMS Indomitableandthenwentbackto his careerin the
Anglican Church and retired as the Very Revered Dean of
Litchfield. B o b ghatographslocumentedilfredd g&amily and
thedevelopnentof thefarm, probablyfor his fatherHenry. The
photoright showsGuy, twin Peter,Bob with twin Johnin front
andBoeuf

Oral history in the family (K. S. Macpherson & P.
Macpherson,2010) confirmed that May had a second and
stillborn child in 1930,David Macpherson Sheslippedandfell S
onto a stumpoutsidethe backdoor of the Old Housewhenshe [
waswell advancedn her pregnancyapparentlyinjuring herself
andthe unbornchild. Shehadto weara girdle for supportwhen
pregnant with her third and final child, Gordon Ross
Macpherson Hence, Alfred and Ma y theee children were
Kenneth Sinclair 6 K e Macpherson born 5 January 1928,
David Macpherson,stillborn about 1930, and Gordon Ross
6 Wi mMhicphersonborn26 April 1932,died 27 Februaryl976
aged43.

The Depressiorhit rural New Zealandhardin 1932. Boeuf
was 15 and starting his third year at Kaitaia District High
School Guy was 13 andjust startinghis first yearthere The
twins were 11 and at FairburnsPrimary Schoo| with Ken four
and Gordonnewborn. Calveswere worthlessso they hadto be killed and fed to the pigs to keepthe farm
solvent. The Depressioralso endedany chanceof further secondaryeducationfor the two eldestboys. Boeuf
and Guy hadto leaveschooland get work to help the family survive. Anotherkey factorto survival wasthe
transferof farming skills from Bob Russellto his brotherin-law Alfred Macphersorand his brother Gordon
The third photo wastakenin the mid 1930sand shows from the left, GordonMacphersonAlfredé §&ordon
behind,Eileenand Bob Russel] and May and Alfred Macphersorwith Ken behind,at Go r d élonéysoon
Valley homestead.

After afew yearsworking with Mr PearsonBoeufswitchedto cuttinganddeliveringtitree firewood andsetup
a distributiondepotin Kaitaia His hardwork, openpersonality entrepreneuriaflair and partnershipwith his
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youngerbrotherGordonand SelwynJamedParker(later his sorntin-law) steadilyachievedsuccessespeciallyin
thedecadesfterWorld War 2, until underminedy healthandindustrialcrises,asl will explainbelow.

Guy workedfor and boardedwith the Pearsondor two yearsearning
7/6d a week. Whenhe switchedto extractinglogs with Maurice Fisher
from Snelgar'dushusingbullocksandtimberjackshis wagegumpedto
£4.10.0aweek.

In about1936, brothersAlfred andGordonplannedcarefullyto build a
new house at Mangatoetoefrom timber extractedfrom the bush in
Honeymom Valley. Ken (2010) recalled that George Thomaswas |
contractedto haul the logs. Stills from Go r d @inedisns (see
right) showsthat the logs were split usinga pit saw, truckedto Eric
Webbed smber mill on the Victoria Valley to PeriaRoad,andthen
usedto build the new houseon the site of Ma y @rst gardenat
Mangatoetoe Carefulcalculationsensuredhat the extralogs milled )
paid Alfredd brotherGordonfor the trees,for We b b enillidgs for | Sl ,,
Sid Christiansof <artageusing his Diamond T trucks, and Bert "
Brottd <contract of £1,000 to constructthe house and install all
fixturesandfittings.

Family aal history has itthat Alfred always said that fi t Imeav
house was built for Ma y The evidencetoday is that the work
benchesin the kitchen are suitable for = 4 il
shorterpeoplebut lesssofor thoseof later
generationsvho havetendedto be much
taller. The fifth photo right shows Ines
and May at the front gate of the new
house aboutl940 when they were
managingboth farms, with the twins to
theright.

Whenthe S n e | gantrabtendedGuy
found work as a factory hand at the
Awanui Dairy Company He wasselected
by Bert Raffles First Engineerand WW1 veteran,to train for steam
and automotive engneering tickets, despite the absenceof any
secondaryducation.He boardedwith Maisie andHoraceSwitzerin

Awanui, studied for matriculation by correspondenceby night,

workedby dayin the boiler room, all the while studyingunderBert.

He recalledhow his quick decisionto enlist endedhis engineering
apprenticeship.

| sayl nearlygotthroughbecausevar wasthreateningand| didn't
quite finish. Fromabout1938on it was clearthat Germanywas
rearmingand beginningto threatenthe Empire The crazy part
aboutit was that they didn't either want to believeit, or they
weren'tpreparedto believeit, but as youngsterswe seemedto
know that they were rearming, and almost wished that there |
would be anotherwar. Why, | d o nqéite know. We hadheard
all the storiesaboutthe First World War. And it wasthe only
way thatwe weregoingto getto travelaroundtheworld.

An opportunity was suddenlyoffered. Suddenlythey were yelling for men. They were yelling for a
SpecialForce. "Canyou serveanywherein the world? Canyou standup andbe counted?"Well of course
we could standup and be counted. To go anywherein the world. Believe you me, that was really
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somehing. Sol enlisted. Thenl wenthomeandtold Dad. He saidthateither| could follow throughor
comehomeandmilk thecows. Blow that. | spentmy final leavebackonthefarmin 1939.

The photoright wastakenduring Guyd &nal leaveand showsGordonin front of John,Guy, Ken in front of
Ines andPeterwith Alfred, May andJanet(explainedbelow)in the background.

Gordon and Ines Macpherson, 19351939

Gordon Macphersorand Bob Russell

Alfredd goungerbrother,Gordon arrivedfrom Kenyain 1935. He wassoimpressedvith New Zealandthathe
boughta cattle and sheepfarm in HoneymoonValley the following yearfor £1,000from John PearsonThis
picturesquevalley runsfrom Periain the fertile Oruru Valley to the foothills of Maungataniwhgdmountainof a
monster),the highestpoint in the Mangamuka(nikau palm stream)Ranges. The entranceto the valley is
precipitouswith the road snakingalongthe face of sheerdropsoff the eastface of Pukekiwi (hill of the kiwi),
with manyshallowfords, until it opensoutinto a wide rolling landscapeof rising
foothills.

The Mangamukasat the southernheadof HoneymoonValley are the range of
bush clad hills that traditionally form the southernboundaryof the Far North,
althoughnot of the Far North District Council today which reachedurther south.
Gordon namedthe conical hill at the high west end of his farm Mount Sinai
althoughadoptingotherprior namedike The Sugarloaffor the saddleleadingup to
Pukekiwi that overlooksPeriafrom the west side of the entranceto Honeymom
Valley.

The houseat HoneymoonValley was alreadyold and rather run down when
Gordonboughtthe farm in 1936 (R Dunn, 2010) (seeright). It had two main
rooms. Gordonandhis brotherin-law Bob Russelllived in oneroomandfilled the
otherwith potatoedo eat. Theyworkedon the roadsto pay their way andbegan |
developinghe farm. "

Threeyearslater Gordonwasvisitedby Ines Recall, Gordonhadproposedo her
on the bridge at Sedburghbuy she had turned him down becauseshedid not feel
readyto marry. He apparentlymadeit very clearat the time that he would not be
proposingagain!

Ineswasa very determinedoerson.Shemay have got this trait from her famo
aunt Dr. AgnesBennettOBE (born 24 June 1872, seeright, died 27 November
1960,aged78) (Hughes,2007,22 June) Ineshadbeenvisiting Australiato help
with someresearch. Before going home shewas persuadedy her uncle to visit
New Zealand catchup with Gordonandtry again. Shestayedwith PegStansfield
née Jacenthandyvisited Gordonin Honeymoorvalley.

it R‘* )

concentratioratonepointandcrasheds o r d trutkiogerabanknearTaipg [J
gashingl n elegy.6 Ines and Gordon were married a fortnight later, on 20 " ¢
December1939,with time only for a 10-dayhoneymoon.And thenlneswas |
suddenlyaloneon the farm while her newhusbandventoff overseagor four
anda half yearsin WW2. Sheboughtanimals,chickensandpigsandstarted |
akitchengardennotknowingif shewould everseehernewhusbandagain.

Boeufand G u y $esondWorld War

Boeufd War
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World War Two startedon 1 Septembef939with Germany fvasionof Polandand declarationsof war on
Germanyby Franceand mostof the countriesof the British Empire and Commonwealth Gordon Boeufand
Guy werefirst of the Macphersommento enlist,with Alfred andthe Twins PeterandJohnsoonto follow.

As a marriedmanwith children,Boeufwasnot allowedto serveoverseagseeright with Gerty). Insteadhe
wastrainedasan infantrymanwith his unit preparingto repelan expectedlapanes@vasionof New Zealand.
SouthEastAsiafell andon 19 Februaryl942,242 JapanesaircraftattackedDarwin killing 250-320,wounding
300 400, sinking 10 ships and damaging25. More bombswere
droppedon Darwinthanwereusedin the attackon PearlHarbourand
it was the first and largestof almost100 air raids againstAustralia [
during WW2. The attack was covered up by the Australian
Government to avoid panic

The threat of invasion easedafter 4i 8 May 1942, the Battle of
CoralSea Americanand Australiannavalandair forcesintercepted
and destroyedan Imperial Japanes®&avy invasionfleet headingfor
Port Moresby in New Guinea and Tulagi in the south eastern
Solomonlslands A month later, and six months after Japars attack on Pearl Harbour anotherimperial
JapanesdNavy fleet was ambushedby the Americansat the Battle of Medway 4i 7 June1942. The main
reasondor thesesuccessesvere that the Americanshad crackedthe Japaneseadio codesand were able to
assembleuperiomavalandair forces. Thesetwo battleseffectively preventedanyfurtherexpansiorofJ a pan 6 s
@reaterEast Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere 6The bitter recoveryof the islandsbegan. By the time of his
demobilisationBoeufhadbeenpromotedto therank of Sergeant

Gu yWss

Guy, with Deb Coulterand manyothersingle menfrom the Far North, were postedto the 27" (MachineGun)
Battalion at TrenthamCamp near Christchurchand trained on the belt-fed Vickers machinegun While on
leavethere Guy meta mi | k mdaugbter,JanetMaud ElizabethBoswell (born 10 October1919, died 11
March1996,aged77). As notedabove shecameto the FarNorthfor G u y fina leaveandleft engaged.Janet
recalledbeingmet off the busby May Macphersonbeingintroducedto everyonein the family by May, being
chaperone@verywhereby May andfinally beingputbackonthe busby May; i dovely lovely| a dJanetand
Guy arepicturedright with Mrs Murphy, anotherchaperoneandwrote to
eachotherregularl throughoutthewar.

Guy servedwith distinction in Greece Crete and North Africa, also
rising to the rank of Sergeant His first actionwasat the Battle of Kleidi
Passn northernGreecefrying to stoptheinvadingGermanArmy. They
dugin to providefire supportto threeinfantry battalionspreparingto hold
Kleidi Passagainsta reinforced German Division. Together,the 1%
Rangerof theK i n gdyal Rifle Corps the 2/4 AustralianBattalionand
the 2/8 AustralianBattalionfacedoddsof about3 to 1, plustanks.

Snowfell early on 10 April 1941 andthe day dawnedcrystalclear. Guyd 4 Platooncolleagueqseeright,
Guy attheright endof the second-ow with aslopinghelmet)hadab i r eye¥iew of the Germansapproaching
Kleidi Pass

Coming down the road past Palaistraand Sitaria was the battlehardenedLeibstandarteSS 6 A d dlitlefé

Division of elite mountaintroops. They ,nv? 2 ©
were suppoted by tanks from the 9th q, , . W' A
Panzer Division but had briefly | : 75 5 A . L TR =
outstrippecthe reachof the Luftwaffe. T B e 2% 3 ""‘? ’1’&-« it

After an artillery duel the Germans
probed the Kleidi Passdefencesnight ‘
and day, suffering badly from 1 §& L f_ 3 A\
Pl at onachidegunsfiring on fixed & 45

lines by night (seedispositionsright, 10 h&w ‘ -&‘m
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April 1941).

Palaistra® LBGEND
The next day they hookedleft and occupied S . e e
the village of Vevi. They then attackedusing . w (l b s in M
anotherleft hook at 8.30 am on 12 April in > \

heavyfog, driving betweenthe R a n g aghté
flank and 2/8 Australian Bn.6 sleft flank

towardsthe high Point 997. Heavy machine
gun fire supporthadto be limited to planned
fire lanes. Shroudedby the fog, the Rangers,
Australiansand the SS troopswere lockedin | |)
bitter, closequarterfighting for overtwo hours. | | Flamsousn
Hadthe Germanamadea right hook, thatis, up (;“bsim {
the slopeusedby the modernday roadto skirt | jiJ4C
south west around Kleidi Pass,ther armour | )£z </

would have advancedover 1 P| at aonn ?,7(},
’(Z.’grﬂ-’;f/

pits. A, e Scale of Miles

From 11.00am on the 12", asthe fog lifted, 222"
all of the New Zealand machinegunnerswere able to selecttargets,stop organizedattacks,and provide
coveringfire asthe surviving Rangersand Australianswithdrew to reservepositions. Despitealreadyhaving
takenhorrendouscasualtiesand without having actually takenPoint 997, the GermanDivisional Commander
then decidedto launch his main attackat midday againstthe 2/4 A u s t r a&xXposedefdfenk, onceagain
acceptingheavycasualtiesrom the 5 and6 Platoonmachinegunson Point997. Slowly the Panzettankscrept
upinto firing positions,imperviousto machinegunfire, pinpointeddefencepositionsoneby oneon the forward
slopesandwith maingunandmachinegunfire, neutralised¢hem.

The price paid by the Germansn their left hook assaultdo captureKleidi Passwas appalling. Betweenthe
10thandthe 13thof April, the pointbattalionof the SS6 A d HitleféDivision alonelost 37 killed, 98 wounded
andhad2 missing. On the otherhand,it wasclaimed,with grim justification,thatthisi b oakttatkto openthe
doorto the heartof Greecepavedthewayto final victoryinGr eec e . 0

From then on the New Zealandersand their allies fell back from ambushposition to ambushposition,
increasinglyandthenconstantlyharassedby the Luftwaffe. By 20 April the British troopshadfallen backover
ahundredmilesto the Thermopylad.ine sitedacrosghe narrowneckof landthatprovidesaccesdo the Athens
peninsular. The mainroad southto Athensbranchesat Lamia Oneroadgoesup the Brallos Pass. It washeld
by the Australians. The othe leadsdown the narrowcoastalroutethroughMolos held by the New Zealanders.
The AnzacCorpswasbacktogetheragainandinspiredby the setting.

It wasat Molos that Leonidas(seeright) and his 300 Sparans 700 Thespiansaand400 Thebansheld a narrow
roadbetweenthe cliffs andthe seafor threedaysagainstover a million menof XerxeginvadingPersiarnarmy.
The Battle of Thermopylaein 480 BC ended when they were
outflankedby Ephialte®treacheryanddestroyedo a man. Although
silting over the centurieshad sinceextendedhe roadinto a five-mile
wide coastal plain, the New Zealandersnow stood where the
L e o n ipatriotic &rmy of freemendefendingnative soil had gained
immortalfame. Interestingly,theywerealsooutflanked,not by Adolf
Hitlerd dinest SS mountain troops and Panzers,but first by the
Luftwaffe andthenby a political decisionof Greee e Ga/ernmento
surrender.

Molos is whereGuy recalledthatthe Anzacswerecuredof their fear
of the blitzkrieg (Germanfor 6 | i g hw anri én)gjl-mechanized |
concentration of tanks, infantry and artillery initiated by the
concentratedand overwhelming use of air power. The aim of
blitzkrieg strategywasto breakthroughenemylines, ignorethe flanks
and keep the enemyoff-balancethrough constantmotion, making it
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difficult for themto responcdeffectivelybeforethe front movedon. Guy tells his own story:

A fellow usedto comeon theradioeverymorning. Lord Haw Haw. Oneof thefirst broadcast$ heardwas
ataboutl0in themorning. He said"Todayis April the 20th. It is our Fuhrets birthday."Well, it wasDad's
birthdayaswell. | felt thatit waspity thatDad couldn'thearthefellow aswell. He wenton, referringto us
New Zealanderslirectly.

We havea specialsurprisefor you to markhis birthday. Therewill bearaid at midday. You won'tbelieve
this, but 700 dive bomberswill personallydeliver our glorious Fuhrets birthday present. By the way, the
HMS Hood was sunkby the first salvofired by the Bismark Shewentdown with nearcompleteloss of
life."

We thoughtthathe washavinguson. We knewthe Hood wasvirtually invincible. We hadbeentold that
andwe believedit. And herewasthis cootsayingthatit hadgonedown. But therealisationsooncamethat
hemight beright. Soonafterthis we heardthis soundlike droningbees. And hewarnedusthat700aircraft
werecoming. Theydon'thave700 aircraft, we thought. They couldn'thave,or we would havebeentold
aboutit. We weren't. Anyway, this dronegot louder,andthenit got darker,andhelp me God, asfar asthe
eyecouldsee right acrosghe horizon,werethesedamnedlanes.

Theyarrivedlike a mob of sheep. And deadon 12 o'clock, so precisethatit wasastoundinggevento this
day,theseshe@, thatlookedlike dotsor black specksturnedandcameinto line andcamethroughthis gate
and... turneddown, straightdown. And therewere sevenor eight of themat atime. And asthey turned
downtheyturnedon this scream. You haveneverheardsuch
a soundin all your life. My Godfather!(seeright, Ju 87sor
Stukas from Sturzkampfflugzeu@ d ibvwemb er 6)

And for the next period of time they bombedthe Christ out
of us. 1 d o nhéwilong it took for eachof thosegroupsto go
throughus. Eachof thoseplaneshadthreeor four bombs,and
they let all of thesebombsgo to screamtheir way down.
Therewasno doubtin our mindsafterthatwhy the peopleof @
Polandand CzechoslovakiaYugoslviaand Romaniahad just l
walked away. With this bloody screamingijt was a form of
psychologicalarfarethatwe hadnot beenwarnedabout. We
weretrainedtroopsbut no onetold us. But theydid onegood
thing for us. Whenthey hadfinally finished with us nothing
couldreally everscareusagain. Not really.

s
Whenwe got to Cretethey had anothergo at us. So what. -
They couldn'tscareus anymore,so without them realisingit, T .
they had madeusinto anextremelydisciplinedgroupwithin a o 3
. . o
coupleof hours. Theyhadaircraftoverusall thetime. s,

Mind you, if we hada go at themwith the Vickers one of
our boyswould say"If you haveanothergo at them| amgoingto bloodywell shootyou!" And they meant
it. Themoreyou shootatthem,theysaid,the moreyou arelikely to attracttheir attention. Theyhada point
though,with Stukasand Dorniersupstairswaiting for targets,
and Meshies[MesserschmitBf 109s, seeright] flying by at
groundlevel looking for us. Sowe movedby night or slept
andambushedy day.




The New Zealandmachinegunnerswere evacuated
off PortoRafti, Greeceby the Royal Navy andtaken
to SudaBay, Crete Againstorders,Guy carriedhis
g u ntriped on board,reasoninghat, without it, they
wereno longera gunteam. Onceashoreat SudaBay
his teamwas quick to cobbletogetherguns,tripods,
equipmentand someammunition Theypreparecdto
defend the island. On 20 May 1941 hist e a
Vickers machine gun was sited to fire acrossand
down the face of Point 107, the rounded hill that
overlooksthe Malemeairfield (seeright, today). Guy
recalled

The battle for Crete was as savageas any | knew. The Germanparatroopersthe elite of Germany s
manhoodwere well trained,well armedand thoroughlyorganisedfor their mission. Firstly the Luftwaffe
had bombedand strafed,strafedand bombedanything that moved until it seemedhat they had absolute
control of theair spaceabovetheisland.

Right to the secondin timing of the operationthe formationsof troop-carrying planesarrived over their
appointedd d r arga$ Suddenlythe air wasfilled with white mushroonshapedbjectsat the baseof each
floateda dark shapethatflickered asit descended.Theroar of the Junkerstroop carriersnow changedand
gaveway to the staccatoof the fastfiring gunsthatthe parachutissprayedthe groundbelowin his attempt
to land safely. Becauseof our elevatedpositionswe hada commandingview of the whole operation. The
nearesplanesof eachformationflew within a hundredyardsof our Vickersmachine gurandBrengunsites
and abouta hundredfeet aboveus. It wascarnage(Seebelow, the Germanview of Point 107 from the
airfield).

Every twenty minutes new squadronsof troop
carrierswere over the drop areadisgorgng their
complementof human cargo. The occasional
stutterof the extremelyfastfiring gunsprovedthat
atleastsomeof the paratroopehadsurvivedtheir
landing. Some planes dropped multi-coloured
parachutes. Thesecarried heavyweaponry,light
field guns, spandausand cartonsand cartonsof
ammunition. And the parachutist&eptdropping.

A new elementemerged. Spandauswith their
distinctive fast firing chatter,becamepart of the
cacophoy. Worse, the spandauswere firing
explosivebullets. This usewaslegitimateagainst
aircraft but to usethemagainstgroundtroopswas
verboten. Whatsympathytherewasfor the futility
of the par at r ouestiwes yedy quickly
evaporated at this abuse. The dropping of
paratroopersvent on and on. Their losseswere
unbelievable[and yet they kept attacking Point
107 for two days see right, until the New
Zealanders ran out of ammunitjon

WhenGuyd geamfinally ranout of beltammunition andthey lackedclearorders,he took up a Brengunand
with mostof the other machinegunners foughttheir way clear. Theywalkedbackto SudaBay, thenthrough
the Imbros Gorgeandthe Royal Navy took themoff whatthey called Sfarkia(actuallyHora Sfakior). In 2005
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Kirsty and| found G u y @us pit site at Maleme walked the battlefield and the withdrawal route,and had to
agreewith hisanalysis. The incredible valour of the paratroopers won the battle and logistics lost it.

The Germansburied 4,465 menon Point 107, mostly aged18 or 19, andthen counteda total of 6,580 men
dead,woundedor missingafter the Battle of Crete Hitler wasso shockedby the lossesthat he neverallowed
GeneralStudentto use his paratroopersagainin an airborneassault. Churchill studiedthe battle carefully,
identifiedtheG e r m dantidaserrors,andthenorderedthe formationof anairbornearmy of 5,000paratroopers
thathe usedsuccessfullyn theinvasionof Europe.

Once back at Maadi Camp in Egypt, the 27
(Machine Gun) Battalion received reinforcements
from New Zealand,including G u y y®msngerbrother
Peter. Theytrainedfor the DesertCampaignagainst
the GermanG Afrika Corps eventually coming to
revereits leader,GeneralErwin Rommel(seeright).
From November1941 until March 1943 Guy was
involvedin the Battlesof Sidi RezeghSidi Azeiz and
Gazala Minquar Qaim RuweisatRidge El Mreir,
The Breakout from the New Zealand Box, El
Alamein and TebagaGap including a spell as a
prisoner of war in the Bardia Pow Camp until
releasedy the SouthAfricans.

It wasat one of thesebattlesthat ReynoldEvans a deeplyrespectedunarmedstretcherbearerin G u y unis,
was capturedby the Germans. Reynoldsufferedso badly from asthmathat he was not expectedio survive
captivity. To commemorateR e y n oldwdkéysheroism,Guy namedme after him. Years after the war,
Reynoldappearedtareunion calledGuy by his nicknamed B a s ana@ekpfainedthathis Pow camphadbeen
in the Black Forestwherethe pine fragrancehad easedhis condition. Sadly, like many returnedserviemen,
Reynold Evansdied prematurely althoughNicki and|l havemaintainedthe link with his sonWilly Evansand
hiswife Marie who farm onthe WaiotuBlock Road,HukerenuiWhakapara

With victory in Africa declaredthe New ZealandDivision wasstooddownanddepartedL.5 May 1943to drive
2000milesbackto Maadi Campin Egypt. TheyreachedMaadion 1 Junel943to betold thatthe 6,000menin
the Division with the longestservicerecordswereto returnto New Zealandfor demobilisation.G u y viaswas
over.

Guy musthavethenwritten to Alfred to expressinterestin buyingthe Mangatoetodarmin the knowledgethat
hewould beeligible for a RehabilitationLoan for returnedsoldiers. Alfred musthaveagreedandinstructel the
GuardianTrustto proceedwith the sale. Kenrecalledhis motheiMay receivinga letterindicatingthatthe farm
wasgoingto be sold andthey would haveto vacatethe farm by a specificdate. Guy musthavealsowritten to
JanetBoswell to proposea datefor their marriage becausavhenhe reached\New Zealndhe wasa Sergeant
andon 11 April 1944 still in uniform, he marriedJanetn Levin in the MarriageRegistry.

Five dayslater, on 16 April 1944, May Macphersori aMangatoitod hosteda local i we | ctaSgteGuy
Macphersorandhisb r i dAdi.j @timéwasspentin gamesgcompetitionsandc a r dSpeak@&reongratulated
the guestsof honour. A posyandii avell filled envd o pwer presentedo the guestsof honourbeforefi a
dainty supper,which includedgenerougortionsof weddingcake,wasservedby thel a d i(Nerthiand Age,
1944)

Guy looked gauntandten yearsolder thanhis 25 yearson return Decadedater he readAlison Pari® ook
SilentCasualties(1995) It wasa collectionof storiesby veteransabouttheir war and postwar experiences.
Guy discoveredhat he wasstill sufferingfrom PTSD Therewere, he said,remarkableconsistenciebetween
the reportedeffectsthat war had on veteransand on their relationshipsandwith his own experiences.He also

cameto the conclusionthat,whenhe hadreturnedio New Zealandhewasfi t o tumsulitedio beigaf at her .

Themarriageended?3 yearslaterin divorce my Mother,brothersandl hadscattered
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Alfred and Gordond $W2

Al f rvevd2d s

The phob right, taken Christmas1940, showsPeter,Alfred and RS 0" W
John behind Gordon Boeuf and Ken. By then Peter,Johnand | A
Boeuf had enlistedin the Territorial Army for basictraining and
Alfred was suffering from alcohotinduced stomach problems
Within monthsMay Macphersonthe 12 yearold Ken andthe 7
year old Gordon were left to milk about four dozencows and
managehe Mangatoetodarm. Alfredé snlistment(seeleft) was
delayedby iliness,probablydueto excessivadrinking andPTSD,
Ken (2008) recalled that his father had (&
beenhospitalisedfor a few monthsafter
collapsingin the cow shedwith bloody
urine fromanulceratedstomach.He was
put on a white meatdiet and to Ma y 6
intense shame nursed back to health by his sisterin-law Ines Macphersonat
HoneymoonValley. From there Alfred enlistedin the Home Guardin Perig never
againreturningto the Mangatoetofarm. Therewas a coastalobservationpoint at
Peria,possiblyon Pukekiwi Alfred spentWW?2 in the New ZealandArmy, driving
troop and supplytrucks settling after the war at Kaea Like his two eldestsonsand
oneof thetwins, heroseto therankof Sergeant

§ \
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Gor d awva s

Alfredd goungerbrotherGordonhada very differentwar. Whenhe enlisted
for WW2, aged 32, he was postedto 21 (Infantry) Battalion of the New
ZealandArmy. His maturity andleadershipstoodout during training and he
was promotedto SergeanbeforeleavingNew Zealand. He sailedfor Maadi
Camp in Egypt in the First Echelon, New Zealand Expediticmary Force
(2NZEP), underthe commandof Major-GeneralBernardFreyberg He was
commissionedat Maardi and the official history of 21 Battalion recordsthat
i 2 LEtG.Ma ¢ p h e(Cady 1963,p. 112) was postedto leada platoonin
C Coy for the Libyan Campaign(seeright). He wasverylucky to survive.

On 22 November 1942, 21 Battalion advancedon Bir Ghirbg with C
Companyproviding fire supportwith a sectionof Bren gun carriersand a
sectionof machinegunsfrom Hafid Ridge Theb at t adbjectveatress
flat ground was an 800 yard deep postion of what appearedto be wire
defencesn front of enemytransport. 21 (Infantry) Battaliod & Coywasthen :
pinneddown 800-1000 yardsfrom the objective by intensemachinegun andtank fire. A heavyrain squall
enable B Coyto getwithin 300yardsof the wire until they werealsostoppedby machinegunandmortarfire,
reportingthattherewasa minefield behindthewire. At 5 p.m.C Coy, includingGordon wasorderedto attack
on the left of A Companywheretherewas no wire. Displayingincredible courage they penetratednto the
minefield until red andgreentracerbulletsshowedthatthe enemyhadat leastthirty machinegunscoveringhis
front. C Companyfound patchesof deadgroundin the muddydesertand probedthe defencesvhile awaiting
furtherorders.

By nightfall 21 (Infantry) Battaliorhadsuffered13 killed and65 wounded. During the darkandcloudy night
the woundedwere evacuatd and preparationamadeto attackat dawn, until new ordersarrived for themto
breakoff the engagementIt hadbeenrealisedthatfi 2 Battalion,with inadequatesupport,hadbeengivenan
impossiblejob .... In actualfact the battalionwastrying to capturethe headquarterposition of the Italian 55
SavonaDivision, defendedyy tanks,artillery, andmachinegunsfiring fromconcretep i | | b(p. £18)s . 0
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The new ordersfor 21 Battalionwere
to join 6 Brigade on the Sidi Rezegh
escarpmentin defence of the narrow
funnel through the deep minefields
surroundingTobruk (seeright). They
moved out of the frying pan into the
fire. In a quick reorganisation of
survivors, Gordon was moved from C
Coyto A Coy of 21 Battalion,andonce vy
again was very lucky to survive, [
althoughhis chanceswere enhancedy
asmarttacticaldecisionnotto follow orders.

On 28 November1942 A Coy was badly stretchedover rocky groundand overrunby Germantroopswith
submackne gunscloselysupportedby heavily armouredPanzeill tanks,mortarsandartillery. Theyhadalso
beenconfusedby rumoursof beingjoined by FreeFrenchandPolishtroops,6 o r dieceasédire from therear
andlastminutechangesn position. Cody (p. 377)reportecthat

SecondLieutenantMacPhersorsaysit wasd aatmostimpossiblet a gokdigy in on aflat bedof rock under
heavyfire, and whenthe other platoonsmovedhe kept his whereit was. A Companyof the 21% hadthree
officers, FergusonMacPhersn, and SecondLieutenantHutchinsonput therewereno NCOsat all andin a
very shorttime no morethantwenty men,the othershavingbeenkilled or woundedby fire which sweptin
from the southwest,southandsoutheast. ...

It wasall over. MacPheson saysthat asa rusesomeof the enemyin front put up their handsshortly
beforethe end; this coincidedwith fresh shoutsfrom behindto ceasefire, andin the uneasypausewhich
followed Germansappeared@mongthem.

Gordon spentthe next three yearsin an Italian Prisonerof War ,
(PoW) Campandthenin a GermanPoW Camp. He wasreleased [z
by the Americansbut was so emaciateddue to nearstarvationthat
he wasrepatriatedo Englandfor six monthstreatmentuntil he was
consideredvell enoughto travelto New Zealand. He endedhis war
serviceasa Captain(Northland Age, 1945)As with Guy, Go r d o
war experience$adeffectsthatlasteddecades.

To explain,when Gordonreturnedfrom the SecondWorld War,
he and Inesrenewedtheir vows (seeright) andthey were given up
to ayearof freetrain travel by the Government. Theydecidedon a
secondmoreleisurelyhoneynoon.

Ontheir returnto HoneymoonValley their first venturewasto set
up a smalldairy farm with about20 cows. They graduallyachieved
relative successwith a mix of cattle and sheepfarming It was
noteddecadeslater (RMS Dunn & Dunn, 2010) that the farm was
always under stocked,and when chivvied aboutthis by stock and
stationagentsGordonwould respondirmly
i N @mg | knowwhatitisliketobehungr y. o

\
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The Twins in WW?2

Pet &arb s

The Twins enlistedwhen they turned 20, in October1940. PeterMarryatt

Macphersor{born 22 October1920died 17 August1942aged21) wasposted
to the 27" (Machine Gun) Battalion Army No. 62519. As notedabove he

arrivedin Maadi Campin Egyptaspartof the reinforcementshatarrivedafter

Greeceand Crete He waswoundedprior to being capturedwhen the New
Zeal and Dghhaitaskiow E Blrger Depressiaan into thel5 Panzer
and 21 Panzer Divisiorend suffered®00 casualtieswith 28 machinegunners
captured He was heldor abouta monthin the BardiaPoW Camp Benghazi

Thecampwasdescribed Edge& Henderson1983,pp. 141-142)as

a heavily-barbedwire slumsetin a bareandwindlessrocky valley, hot as
anovenandlorded over by unsanitarytriggerhappyltalian guards. Here
some 3000 to 4000 mosquiteandfly -plagued semistarved captives (at
times Benghaziheld more than 14,000 men) were crammedinto one
compoundor partition of two acres. The dirty rocky soil (not sand)
swarmedwith fleas and industriousred-backedants; watery-colouredlice crouchedin the seamsof the
scantyclothing the prisonerswere capturedin. fi felt like a bloody football f i eilGdrdonClevelandof
Levin. Dysenteryraged. Sanitation?None. Men sleptin the open,whereverthey could find a spotto lie
downin thedirt. Some400hadgroundsheetsr a bit of
canvasto maketravestieof tentsé

Benghazd gaily ration: 100 grams of Italian tinned
meat(jellied horse?),225 gramsof bread,a cup of thin,
soupyrice, and a mug of ersatzé c o f dllegedfyfrom
burnt acorns .... PoWs suffered scurvy, desert sores,
black-outs, dysentery;huniliation and helpless,doubled
up with dysentery. Therewas no provision for latrines
exceptfor rough pits, four trenchesabouta metre deep
which were soonoverflowing ... (seeright a photo Guy K=
tookillicitly in Bardia.)

The Italiansstrutted. Severalmen,their escapegoiled, werehungby their thumbsfrom the barbedwired
with toesjust brushingthedirt. Unimpressedthe Kiwis fashioneda tail of emptytins, andin the night hung
this from the barbedwired andtugged. The enemyopenedfire in all directions.... Thelongestmonthof a
lifetime passedn unimaginablesqualor.

The PoWs werethentold thatthey wereto be transferredo Italy. Cardswere handedout allocatingthemto
two ships;ablueline meaningthe Nino Bixio (seebelowright) andaredline the Sestriere Peterfiled onboard
the Nino Bixio onthe morningof 16th of August1942. The Nino Bixio andthe Sestiere sailedat 3.08pm from
Benghaziboundfor Brindisi, Italy, escortedby two Italian
destroyersthe Da Reccoand Saetta andtwo torpedoboats.
Both PoW shipswereunmarkedwithout the red crossesand
horizontal stripe of hospital ships or the large white PoW
lettersnormally paintedon prisonships. The Nino Bixio and
the Sestrierewere cargoshipsthat were moving troopsand
war materialsfrom Italy to supportRommeb sampaignin

North Africa, and, on this trip, backloading PoWs. By the
rules of war the unmarked cargo ships were legitimate
targets. Their humancargoeswere not madeknown to the __:'




British submarine commanderspatwolling the Mediterranean although they were known to Admiralty
Intelligencewho were bound to keegne ofB r i t grdatasivar secrets

When an earlier veran of this monographwas published online| was contactedy Adolfo Zambosi, a
retiredltalian doctor of engineeriniving in PaduagZamboni, 2012a)A onetime constructiormanager ofteel
making, petrochemical and gas plants, Hael become a family historian. His online publications included
accounts of two of his relatives who died w nignog dfen medal s f oCorparal Aurelioar vy v al
Zamboni, 9th Bersaglieri Regiment, fighting at Sidi Breghisc, Libya, during tlusa@er Operation in the
WesternDesert;and Captain Luigi Zamboniwho sank with his ship during a convoy escadm Tunisia to
Italy.0 Himcke, Professofdolfo Zamboniwasactive in the National Liberation Committee in Padua in 1943
45 and received a Certificate of Appreciation and Gratitude from ftelcshal Alexander fothe help he gave
to British Commonwedh soldiers escapinffom or evaihg capture by the enemyde was most interested in
Peter Macphersonés death and in the exemplary conduct

In his second email, Adolf¢zamboni, 2012b¥larifiedt h d@he 2nfl N.Z. Division was the firsd enter my
town on April 28, 1945 (Padua Liberation Dayhe day before my uncle left the ndascist prison where he
had been tortured from November 18, 194 became the first Director of Education in Padua liberated.
Regarding the seven torpedogtps transporting British POWSs, the Admiralty in Londawew their presence
on boardput did not inform their submarine commander®rder to protect the secret of the British capability
to decipher all the Italian coded radio messdyes.

In his fourth enail, Adolfo (Zamboni, 2012c)rovided a summary of six Italian merchant ships carrying
British POWs(that were sunky British submarinegn the Mediterraneabetween9 Deemberl941and 14
November 1942; MV Sebastiano Venie(HMS Porpoise), SSAriosto (HMS P38), SSTembien (HMS
Upholder),SS OgadefiHMS Porpoise)MV Nino Bixio (HMS Turbulent),SS LoretoHMS Unruffled) andSS
Scillin (HMS Sahib). He estimated that casualties totalled between 2,248 and 2,614.

He also providedources inThe Nadional Archivesthat showed that these casualties weeeled off against
the need topreserve secrecgbout British decryptionFor example, theSeries reference DEFE 3 entitled
Admiralty: Operational Intelligence Centre: Intelligence from Intercepted German, Italian aamedaiRadio
Communications, WWIéxplained thafMinistry of Defence, 1977)

During the war of 1939945, radio messages transmitbgdthe German, Italian and Japanese armed forces
were, whenever possible ciphered, intercepted by allied radio operators. Ciphered messages intercepted by
British radio stations were decrypted at the Government Code and Cipher School at Bletchley Park in
Buckinghamshire ('B.P' or 'Station X'), and then sent to the intelligence staffs of operational forces at home
and overseas.

The German armed forces made extensive use of an electrical keyboard (the Enigma machine) which
produced an extremely complex andigavaried means of enciphering and deciphering signals; the system
was thought to be secure for all practical purposes, and was in constant use for important communications
throughout the war. Bletchley Park, however had an Enigma machine acquireefqustthe war, and further
machines with current settings were captured from time to time. With the aid of these and of computers which
they were developing independently, the British cryptanalysts were able to read a high proportion of enemy
signals encipered in this way. In order to preserve the secret that the cipher could be broken, intelligence
derived from Enigma signals was given a special security classification, MSS (Most Secret Source) or Ultra,
and disguised as having come from agents in enemiyory, or from prisoners of war.

Wit regard to the Nino Bixio, a deciphered signal
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LieutenantCommandedohn'Tubby' Linton, VC DSO DSC, commandenf HMS
Turbulent (seeright), was describedas fia rare and boisterousc h a r awho ¢
fi p | augleytbrthe RAF asapropforwardd He wasshortbutweighedl7 stone
andé h appearance North African nightclubswasviewedwith apprehensioby
thema n a g e (Bdge&tH@&nderson1983,p. 11).

The Turbulent(seebelow, outsidemooring) sank81,000tonsof enemyshipping |
in the Mediterraneanduring WW2, including one cruiser, one destroyer, 20
merchantvessels,six schoonersand two trains. Shewas lost in early 1943 off
MaddalenaNE Sardiniain the TyrrhenianSeaby the depthchargesdroppedby [
Italian MAS (Motor TorpedoBoat) escorts. SinceLinton's VC wasnot 'gazetted’ [§
until May 1943(Royal Navy, 2007)it wasawardedposthumously.Onthe 17thof
August1942 however HMS Turbulentwasat its mostdeadly(p. 139)

Lt.Cdr.6 T u bLintpréwason patrolat periscopedepthin HM
submarineTurbulent Linton was8 kilometres[south] westof
Methoni [south west PeloponneseGreec¢ when he sighteda
convoy of two large enemycargoshipsand four naval escot
vesselscoming up fast from the southwest. Somemen might
have hesitatedto attack ships whose escorts circled their
chargedike dolphinsplaying a deadlygameof tag, but Linton
wasoneof the Royal Navyd greatessubmarinecommaners.
He dived underthe screenof speedingwarshipsto reachhis
intendedtarget.

When Linton broughtTurbulentup to periscopedepthfor afinal 6 | o lee kadlthe fine new 8,000 tonne
Nino Bixio squarelyin his sightsat closerange. He hit the big cargoship with two torpedoedeforeturning
awayto run Turbulentthroughthe gauntletof depthchargesthat explodedall aroundher. By a seeming
miracle, the Bixio survived her doubletorpedostrike, but many of the 2900 British and Commonwealth
PoWs shecarriedin herspaciousoldsdid not.

The prisonersin the Nino Bixio werein conditionsthat were only a marginalimprovementon the Benghazi
POW Camp Therewere 2,921 PoWs crammedon boardwith a few Italian troops. PeterMacphersorwasin
the forward hold with at least300 othermen. Despitethe swelteringheat,only threeor four were allowed up
the singleladderto the primitive latrine, a woodentroughwashedy seawater.The helmetsanddrumsusedfor
toiletsin the hold could not copeandfilth wassooneverywhere.

Peteralmostcertainly died suddenlyat 3.35 pm on the 17th of August1942, at latitude 360 3 6l6ngitude
21 3 Q &yewitnessaccountsapturel the horrorof theevent(Edge& Henderson1983,p. 143}

Oneof HM SubmarineTurbulend $orpedes strikesNino Bixio with colossalviolenceand explosion. It

tearsright throughthe forward hold, crampedandbatteneddownin fetid darknesspackedtight asa swarm
of beesanestimated200arekilled, 30 seriouslyinjured, 30 left walking wounded,and,incredibly,30to 40
escapenoreor lessunhurt.

From a greatjaggedhole the size of a doubledeckerbus,a wall of seawatessweepsnto this carnageto
hurl andto drown. The hideousoil druns overflowing with orduredisintegrateor areflushedaway. Sotoo
the steelhelmets humiliatingly usedasemergencychamberpots. Hatchcoversweighinga hundredweight
eachand steeldeckbeamscrashand pile in tangledconfusion,with deadand brokenmen pinned under
them. In the bottomof the hell hold almostall of thewoundedandconcussegbrisonersdrown.

Those dazedly attemptingto escapethrough the secondhole blastedin the other side are slashedor
skeweredoy the raggededgesasthe water surges. Swirling bits and piecesof bodies. Screams. Terrible
criesfor impossiblehelpé
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Regainingconsciousness) K r u (d.K.yNéwdickfinds himselfpinnedbeneatha girderwith a bellyful of
salt water, right leg uselessyibs broken,left lung purctured,and bleedingat the mouth and nose. Three
mateshoisthim to the deck,a ropetight aroundhis tormentedibs.

A Dunedinman, mutilatedto the point of death,is blown throughtwo decksand 13 metresup to the crane
deck!Pronouncediead hewill fully recoverandreturnto New Zealand.

6 T vwhandredmenin that sectionare gone,killed, missing,drowned,massacreéh onetragicmo meht 6

TankieBill Russellof Liverpool.

The secondtorpedofrom the Turbulenthit the engineroom, destroyingthe Nino Bixiod engines. It lost way
andslowly drifted to a halt over manykilometres. The bottomhalf of the soleladderinto the forward hold had
beenblown awayby thefirst torpedo. Working groupswereorganisedvith ropesto haulup prisonersunableto
climb. Theseheroedoweredthemselvesnto the shamblego collectthe strickenanddying, offering first-aid to
all nationalities all the while not knowingif the shipwith its sidestorn would sink or be hit by anothertorpedo.
The wounded the concussedndthe dying werelaid out in rows on the deck,to suffer evenmore whentheir
woundsgrewstiff andcold in the night. Theywerewrappedin blankets sheetsgreatcoatsanythingthatcould
befoundin thec r e quérters.

Not all of the PoWsbehavedwell in this situation. Many, especiallythe Indiantroops,wereterrified of being
takendown by a sinking ship, and startedleaping like lemmingsfrom the decks. Other Indiansturnedto
looting, infuriating the Italians who beatthem up and threw some of them overboard. The seabehind the
gliding Nino Bixio soonbecaméefull of the bobbingheadsof soldiersstrugglingto survive on makeshift rafts
anddebris. The two Italian destroyersigzaggedhroughthis wake, with their propellerskilling someof the
PoWs, firing depthchargeghatkilled othersin avain attemptto sink the Turbulent Onedestroyelatertrailed
ropesandrescuech few PoWs,althoughto do soin submarinevaterswasnearsuicidalbravery.

The captainof the Nino Bixio, Antonio Raggio(seeright), wasa powerful
man,thenwith a squarered beard. He remainedat his postthroughoutthe
attack, and his calm and composed leadership during the afternoon
graduallyendedthe panic. He madebrief visits to the woundedandfirst-aid
workers, and that evening, successfullytook on a towing cable from the
destroyerSaetta Theythen madeslow and steadyprogressto the nearest
harbour.

Thefirst priority on arrival wasto bury the dead,including Peter It was
donewith careand reverence. Captainlan St. George one of the New
Zealandofficers onboardthe Nino Bixio, wrote to Bob Wilsond &ereaved
motherto explainthati Wewho werelucky in escapingseriousinjury did
our utmostto getall the woundedout of the hold onto the deck. The ship
did not sink but was towed to Navaring in SouthernGreecewhere we k
clearedthe bodiesof our comradegrom the hold on to a barge- the ladswereburiedashore- a quietspotnear
the sandybay of little NavarinoHarbour. | hopethat your sonand nephewhavebeensparedand may be in
someout-of-the-way placein Greece put on the otherhand,if they werekilled, you canrestassuredhat they
arerestingwherel havejust statedput thereby their comrades.As for the ghastlyhappening] will saynothing
Mrs Wilsonif youdon'tmi n (Morigomerie 2005,p. 57)

The Nino Bixio wasalsomet at Navarinoby Germanaid teamsand a propagandainit. The former worked
systematicallyto treatthe wounded movethemashoreinto the local hospital,andthenon to the Italian hospital
ship Toscanafor moving on to Italy. Thoseconsiderd unwoundedwerethenforced,on occasionat bayonet
point, backinto the hold of anothercargoship for transportationyia Corinth,to a PowW CampnearBari in Italy
(Rootsweb2007) Thetwo-manGermanpropaganddaeamsoughtout everydetailandphotographedhe havoc
causedy the British torped@sfor their newspaperdp the point wherethey offendedCaptainRaggioandwere
physicallykicked off the ship.

CaptainAntonio Raggiowas born in 1904 and died in 1959 at Chiavari, GenoaProvince,ltaly. Edge &
Hendersomecordedvhy CaptainRaggiowill long berememberedvith deepaffection(1983,p. 148)
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He will visit thewoundedwhentheyarecarriedashoranto hospital,pausingby their bedswith little gifts of
cigarettesa biscuit, a few grapesor sweets,sympathisingand deploringin uncertainEnglish, but pointing
out thatwar is war, andhe too haslostgoodmen. He will senda bandto play outside,to helpthe stricken
onesforgettheir plight andsufferingfor anhouror two. Sixteenof hisown crewaredead.
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After the war, the CommonwealtiVar GravesCommissiondisinterrel thoseburied
at NavarinoHarbourand movedthemto the PhaleronWar Cemeteryin downtown
Athens, Greece(CGWC, 1942) P e t emamesakeGuyd shird son, Gilbert Peter
Macpherson(born 4 Septembefl 947, known as Peter),and his wife Vyvyen found
hisUncleP e t dimalGestingplace,in Plot 13, Row B, Grave 3, in Phaleron(see
right). | and dhersin the family have since visited the cemeteryand paid their
respects.

J o h Wwars

John Anderson Macphersonwas a SergeantWireless Operatorand Air
Gunnerin the Stirling bombernumberedW7618/V of 218 SquadronRAF
(seeright). 218 squadrorhada shorthistory (RAF, 2010) In Junel940,

enemy'slines of communicationsand troop concentrations218 Squadron
wasevacuatedo Englandandre-equippedwith Bristol Blenheimbombers.
Five monthslater, it was re-equippedwith Wellington long-rangeaircraft |
andits targetsrangedfrom industrial centresrailways, V-weaponsitesand |
gun batteries, to the Channel ports, oil and petrol installations. The

squadronhad been again re-equippedwith Stirling four-engine bombers
(seeright below) in Decemberl941 by the time Johnwas postedto the

Squadron. TheseStirlings were replacedby Lancastes in the summerof

1944,

Johrd diography (Martyn, 2008, p. 314) and service record (Hanson,
2001)confirm thathe wasbornin Milton 22 Octdber
1920, educated at Fairburns School and was a
labourer prior to joining the Territorial Army in
Kaitaia for a year. He joined the RNZAF on the 19
January1941 and startedinitial training at Levin,
New Zealand asa WirelessOperator/AirGunner. He
embarkedon the SSAwateafor Canada27 February
1941 and was attachedto the Royal CanadianAir
Force 16 March 1941. He passed3 WirelessSchool18 March 1941 and 7 Bomhing and GunnerySchool 1
Septemberl941. He won his WirelessOperatorand Air GunnerBadgesand was promotedto Sergean29
Septembed941. He thenembarkedor the UK andwasattachedo the RAF 12 October1941. He passed
SignalsSclool 23 Decemberl941 andthenjoined 11 Operationaland RefresherTraining Unit, with his first
bombingoperationto Bremenin a Wellingtonbomberon 3 March1942.

WhenJohnwaspostedto 218 Squadron RAF, it wasbasedat DownhamMarket airfield, Norfolk, partof 3
Group. His secondoperationwason 7 July 1942. He diedon his third operationon 18 August1942.

Johndied the day after his twin Peterwaskilled by a British torpedo Sincehis bodywasneverrecoveredo
be buried with appropriatehonour, he was commemoratedn Panel117 of the RunnymeadeMemorial and
confirmedasthe sonof Alfred Sinclair and MargaretLouisaMacpherson(née Kendall), RMD, Kaitaia The
Runnymead®atabas€2010)alsoconfirmedthatJohnwasMentionedin Despatchefor meritoriousservices.

Johrd $atewasdescribedn moredetail by Errol Martyn (1998, p. 238) and Colin Hanson(2001) Theraid
on Flensburgsubmaringpenswasmadeby 188 aircraft. Four werelost, includingJ o h 8tiélisg 1 W7618/V.
It took off at 2107 captainedby AmericanPilot Officer I.G. McDaniel RAF, and was shotdown by a night-
fighter, crashinginto the seaoff the Danishwestcoast. Two of the crewwere buriedin Germanyandthe bodies
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of two others,including John,were neverrecoveredand thus commemoratean the Runnymeadéviemorial

Flight LieutenantMcDaniel, woundedbomb aimer Sgt C.A. Powell RNZAF and one of the air gunners,Sgt
W.N. Wilkinson RAFVR, survivedto be picked up by a Danishtrawler after drifting in their dinghy for three
daysin rough weather. All threewere takenprisoner of war whenthe boat was later stoppedby a German
patrolvessel. The 218 Squadror(2004-2008)websiteconfirmedthe crewlist asfollows in Table1.

Tablel: Theknownfatesof thecrewof Stirling W7618thatditchedin the North Sea, 18 August1942

P P/IO | 112297 | RAFVR | Pilot | Flensburg | 18.08.1942| 659 gggﬂ'-”ﬂ i American.

CA. Sgt | 403290 | RNZAF | B/A | Flensburg | 18.08.1942| 26878 | 8B/ Stalagd4d | Adrift for 3 daysin
Powell Lamsdorf dingy.

willﬁi.nson Sgt | 1028136 | RAFVR | Ag | Flensburg | 18.08.1942| 27747 f;?}';%%"’nf‘ Sécs';i‘:é’ngbg’;z?_ﬁh
Ernest

Norman Sgt 1546101 | RAFVR Ag Flensburg - died18.08.1942
Galloway

John WO/

Anderson Sgt 41597 RNZAF A Flensburg - died18.08.1942
Macpherson 9

An undatedandanonymousetterwassentto the Macphersoramily by the NationalPatrioticFundBoardNew
Zealand It provideda highly informedand detailedut unverifieddesciption [with someinaccuracies
highlighted:

August 18th 1942.90 [188] Bomberraid on Hinesburg[Flensburd over targetattackedby night-fighters,
reargunnerkilled. Johnsentbackto releasethe flares and ashe was doing so was woundedin left arm.
Calledout thathe hadbeenhit. Engineerdressedvoundwhich wasnot seriousand Johnsaid he wasquite
all right. Wentbackto his radioset. Shortwhile laterwasvery badlywoundedin the back. Theydid what
they could for him and gavehim a shotof morphine. He wasconscious.Planebadly hit but decidedto try
andmakeEngland Lost height40 milesoff Danishcoastforcedto landin the sea. Pilot managedo rescue
Powelland engineemut impossibleto get Jom out of cabinand he wentdown with plane. Thoughtlikely
thatJohnwasdeadbeforeplanelandedon water. Thethreeof themwerefour daysin boatandpickedup by
DanishfishermenGermansoardedboatandtook themprisoner.
Johnvery popularindeedwith the crewandtheyhadall beentogetherfor sometime. Theyhadcarriedout
a number of raids together. Powell spoke very highly of him as a wireless operator. He would
unquestionablyavevery soonhadhis commisson.
Onthe night he waskilled Povill found him repackingall his kit. Askedwhathe wasdoing Johnsaidthat
if anythinghappenedo him he wantedeverythingtidy and he wantedhis photographgo go to his Aunt in
England[presumablyMary or Eileeni.
He hadbeenvery popularin Canadaandmademanyfriendsoverthere.

Johnwas awardedfour medals;the 19391945 Star,the Aircrew EuropeStar,the War Medal 19391945,and
the New ZealandWar Medal. He wasalsoMentionedin Despatchen the King's Birthday Honoursin 1943
(Paperdast, 1943,17 June)andrecordedn the LondonGazetteasJ.A. McPhearsor{1943,2 June)

May Macphersorwas profoundly affectedby the lossof the Twins. Shehadadoptedandraisedthemasher
own from 1925whenthey werefour. Her despairdeepenedwo yearslater when Alfred did not returnto the
farm after beingdemobilised. Instead he settledin Kaeqg a smal markettown at the headof the Whangaroa
harbouronthe eastcoastsouthof Mangonui Kenrecalled(K. Macpherson2010)

As the war wascomingto anendwe receiveda letterto saythat Guy would be returningandthat we would
haveto vacatethe farm by a certaindate. This was a real kick in the guts, just comingout of the blue. |
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knewthatthis wasgoingto be a biggerchallengehanmy earlieryears. This hadbeenmy homefor fifteen
yearsandl kneweverystick andstoneon the placeandnow it wasall overwith a heapof newanddifferent
responsibilities.

It wasalsoaboutthenthatwe receiveda telegramto saythat my half brotherJohnhadbeenshotdownin
the English Channeland hadnot survived. This wasjustaboutthe last straw, especiallyfor Mum. We got
in touchwith Dadto seeif we couldtakethe car, seeingthat we hadpaidit off overthe lastfour years,but
this wasalsoturneddownasit waspartof thedealandit wentwith the farm.

... we reeeivedanothertelegramto saythat Peterhadbeendrownedwhenthe prisonerof war boathe was
in hadbeensunk. | amafraid thatthis wasjust aboutthe last strawfor both of us. Mum wasvery closeto
thetwins asshehadbroughtthemup from babies.... | alsohada bit of a breakdownat this time andnearly
endedit all right then. It wasjustthe factthat! still had Mum and Gordonto think aboutthat broughtme
around.

Alfred6 actionssplitthefamily. Hewas absendo ®meblamedGuy, unf airly in my view, fo
decisions Thesplit wasstill apparenk0 yearslaterwhenGuy andhis family wereapparentlynotinvited to

May Macphersoa 0" birthdaycelebrationsn 1964 (below).

Presentn the backrow were CharleyHutley, Bob Russell BoeufMacphersonE. GordonMacphersonKen
MacphersonGeorgeUdjur andGordonMacpherson

Thesecondow includesCharlieRussel] SelwynParker Eric KitchenandKelly Switzer.

Thethird row comprisedMyra Udjur néeMcManus ChristineWillis néeMacphersonMaire Parkemée
MacphersonBarneyMcManus Gertr u d e ~ M@ophetsoméeHamilton EileenRussellPat i ci a 6 Pat 0
MacphersoméeGeddesInesHilda MacphersoméeBennett NancyeMacphersoméeMills, JoyceSwitzernée
MacphersorandPatr i c i a KilieanéeMgacpherson

Thefourth row wasWarrenHudson(Lorna'ssonwho diedin 1970s) JohnnyRussellandKeith Russell

( Ch a rsdns)ehdredaMacphersonLornaHudon néeMcManus Cecily 6 S iMsManus(néeRussell) May
Macphersomée Russell ElizabethBerghanHazelPaulandNonaRussell

Thefront row wasMark Kitchen, John,Michaeland SariMacphersonDeborahHudson FionaParker Karen
MacphersorandSheen@arker

5 = “
111 4
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Alfred and Ilvy Macpherson,19451 1968

Oncethe Guardian Trusthad soldthe Mangatotoefarm in 1945 to
Guy, Alfred had the Trust buy a Nash Rambler car through Carr
BrothersLtd. in Whargarei It was to stablisha taxi businessn Kaeo §
that proved verwuccessfuln the decadgafter the war. Hevas able
to affordupgradeseveryfew years He alsoprovided the bridal car for

eachof his granddaughtefsmarriages(see exampleright). On one
occasiononly, in 1957 the arrival of his latestRamblerwas delayed
andCarr Bros.lent hima Bel Air Chevrolet to drive for a few months
(seerightvi t h 6 Tommy.,, 6 see bel ow

Paul Hemi(2012) who joined Alfred on the taxi rank in 1962
explainedwhy he and Alfrel continued to be so successhithough [&
there were seven taxi licenceéssued bythe Whangaroa Count e
Council They each drove about 150,000 miles a yaad charged e
passenger2/6d a mile,which provided a gross annual income
nearly £19,000. &trolwas then onl®/- a gallon

Evenowning a taxi licenceand hiring a drivewaslucrative; arerage takings werg20 to £30 per daywhile
drivers were paid about £4 to £5 a we®k the other handirivers had to toleratebusefrom drunks, male and
female There were times whetihe abuséecame intolerable durned to violenceHemi recalled having to
eject two femalesghat started fighting on theirip home to Pupuke. His last sight of them was in the fid&s
beside the roaaovered in mud anstill brawling.

This all occurred ira county where very few could afford to buy caflsaxis were hired to get people to all
maja events, such as births, deatharriages and A&P Shows, and even to get to work weekly from remote
areasThree car loads of kfd@ handswere collected each Sday from Matauri Bay and Te Ngaeand taken to
the Moerewa Freezing Work@&nd returned again on Friday eveniiighen Bill Pye advertisd a film to be
shownat the Kaeo Picture Theatre, they started taxing in people froot &lvo in the afternoon, returning the
last to their homes from the pelpse todaylight the next dayFine Sundays were buggcausevhole fanilies
wantedto go tothe beach for the daysomelarge families requiredmultiple tripsas did families thahad
collected a great deal eéafood There were no vans in those days.

0 L o u 6 (2K 2) a gaesborn teachein Kaitaia,recalled

iTaxis transport ed themoThat is aviiy Mdc lwas krmownmtm
everyone in the CountyAlong with his piped TheKaeo District High School Magazing
(1951b) advised residentsthat theycould call the Taxi Standthrough the manual
exchange on phone numbei59, and ask for the taxi driver they gerred It also
indicated that the drivers could be contacted directly at home after; Waufdac]
McPherson at 9M, WBIll] Ritchie at 57R orC. [Colin] Whitehead at 8MThe Taxi
Standbeside the bridgein Kaessas al so known | a6dtéddladart
board for quiet dayésee right Mac sitting on theont stepabout 196 It hasbeen used i
since as a tourist kioskon other occasions thdagazineadvertised the services of taxi propletors individually
(Kaeo District High School Magazine, 1951aluggesting that the drivers could not @& agree on a joint
advertisement

Wil liam 6 RDIR)ecalleRhisttimarsiataxidrivewi t h 60l d Macd in the 1950s
fi | started t abkadberngdrivingna tdxiOskhde the Wha eétame here during ¢hwar with the
Army. There were troops camped below the Hospital and up McGee Road, others up at Raddrer#iwas
an Artillery unit down the harbour and a nawaiit that laid mines across the entrance to Whangaroa Harbour to
stop the Japanese.

Mac charged a bit more than me. We set our own prices. He bought his Nash Rambler from Don Carr in
Whangarei. i wasthe flashest cain Whangaroaand the biggesto he charged mor€ol (Colin Whitehead)
charged the leastf the three of usThe customershosethe driver We were always mucking about at the taxi
stand arguing about whose custondifferentpeople were but thegctuallymadethe choice. Excefdbr Mac;
if he didndédt | i ke a joker he wouldndt take hi m.
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My taxi license cost £200. My car was 848 Ford V8 that cost £358.did over 150,000 mileas a taxil did

all the servicingmysell. t di dndét | i ke the corrugations anpnahd used t ¢
we knew their times anttied to avoid them except wherthey would somtmes wait for the crearat a farm
But there werenét many vehicl es on thhve anracidetéing hen; c ¢

up until about 1953 when | gotdifferentjob in Kaikohe.

Mac never had an accident eithbtind you,we ke pt o ut ihehoggddadhe tad hislagycarAnd
heal ways had money to spare and got a garage to do hi
throw it about. o

Bill Ri tchiebds daug h t(Ke Ritchie K012)selcadlesl that M&abdsbaydvy &ksmart h i e
green 1948 Chevrolet Coupe with a bench seat and a dickey seat. She had particularly fond memories of lvy,
AAunty |l vy used to spoil me . She h adot Bspeciallhwhendilr en o f
was sickWhen | was three | asked if | could have a cigarédts like her. Ivy encouraged me to trydnd to
have anotheh opi ng t hat it woul dt pat dsneswhiylfl. sBnotkei.t0 di dnodt

A major difficulty Alfred and Pau(Hemi, 2012)facedwell into the 1960svasthatthe gravethatheapedn
themiddle of the roasldamagedheir mufflers and floorsThe gravel wasaised bythe clay that was pushed up
between the two tire tracks by theight of thecream trucksThetaxi drivers dten had to keep one wheel
theloose gravel in the middlef the roadwith the other wheeh the loose gravel othe vergeo avoid damage

Another problemwas the damage done @wa ¢ h saspensiogby unavoidablepotholes. Paul recalled
replacing he rubber shock bushes$ his 1958 Morris Oxforcevery six monthsOne dayhe drove through a
puddle and was shocked by water hitting him in the fatepulled over andound a hole in the floor He
covered the hole with a metal plagealed in with blek gooandpoprivettedit into place.

Taxi driverswere allowed bylaw to importAmericancarseven
though they lackedvereas funds.Paul bought his first Nas
Rambl er to mat c h forGbodt£l)@0 ¢séesright |
Mac and Paul 6lse nRRaWwibn tea ravbesaangle |

no choice overwhat colour you got He could have soldhe | ———
Ramblerafter three months and doubled his money. The lawy
later changed so he had to kdepimported cas for a yearbefore
selling but the method remained profitable for many ye@tse import restrictions wereventuallylifted in the
1980s Cheap Japanese secemahdcarsflooded inandcut deeplyinto taxiing profits

Another difficulty in the 1960shappenedw~hen thesterling currency of pounds, shillings and pemgere
replaced bythe decimal currencgf dollars andcents. Oldpeople refused to accept the new moriBye taxi
drivers had to carry both currencies for a yaartil the changeoveendedand the old currency became
worthless

A cultural habit that proved impossible thhangewas the felt need to leave for a tangia taxithe moment
sadnews came throughlhe taxi drivers alltried hard to persuade people to use the 8.600 bhusservice
through to the railhead at Otiriand then totravel much morecheaply by rail,instead of taking a taxi to
Auckland, or in one casal the way to Wanganui, to attend a tangi.

Alfred marriedlvy Myra Nisbetat the Methodist Parsonage, Church Stre
Devonporton 3 July1947 (Registrar of BDM Nz, 201R probably so that he
friends in Auckland could attendHe was 52 and she was 4B.also showed
that hisdivorcedecree absolutbom May MacphersoméeRussellwas dated
16 June 1947The photoof Ivy right was taka about 1927 when was 25.

|l vyos mot her was L av i .nHer fathernweasAldXi
Nisbeb $fourth sonAllen for whom the secondof the threeNesbithouseson
Dip Roadwas built on stilts in the 1880s(Hayes,2011) The first houseon
Dip Roadwasbuilt in 1885for A | e goé Gharles Alex Nisbethad earlier
built a two-storiedhouseon the hill with a verandaabovethe roadthat once
went to Rataroa. The housewaslateroccupiedby hisdaughtea n d  bldery
sisterNina Alice Nisbetwho marriedCharlieMartin from Scandinaviga one
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time Navy deserter and bushman who went on to becoen€ftairman of the Whangaroa County Countihe
top storyandverandatof the oldwereremovedbeforeCharlieandNina raisedtheir own family thereandtheir
granddaughtePatsyCork néeMartin (Cork, 2012)

Ivy wasborn3 July 1902(Jenkins,1980)o n Al | an Ni s b e(tndresstriétha Tauiki)om the r@ed o r 0 a
to Matauri Bay, according to a note in the Nisbet family b{flerk, 2012) The housavason about 600 acres
andlater burred down lvy waseducatedn Kaeoat the old schoolup the SchoolValley Road(Jenkins,1980)
ElectoralRoll recordsshowthatshewasa spinsterin Parnell,Aucklandfrom about1928urtil the early 194Qs
Nothing else is known ofhis phase of her life and there is no evidence that she trained as aalthmegh
many in the family believe she was.

When Rae Moseh (2012)started as a schoolteacherkineo in 1949, she met vy and understood that she
had been wotkg as a shop assistant frabout1943 until 1946for Mr. Watts, the cornerstore greengrocer on
the site ofthe current Four Square StolRRa e 6 s h u s b a n dlater a saddlesolMitdsstaxillidemse to
Bill Ritchie, who with Colin Whitehead, taed with Alfred. Larry was lao avolunteer fire fighter in Kaeo
when the pb burned down; the avers were awawhena fire started in the toilets. He found himself snarling at
some children fossicking through the ashes,
AiGet out of t hedr ea nydemerberathatlsemednaihgd)said the same thing to him when
he was a child fossicking through the asibgnthe previous pub had burned down. Rae also recalled that,

fiLarry |l oved to tease Ol d Mac wht®alg ofseafbod and gobdotr g o ut
hi msel f. Old Macbés car was.Val waysepulmaracal at e. A gooo

Sonny Hayden first mefOld Mad soon after the war.
About this timedld Mad had taken to running a sweef}
around Kaeo whenever there wasmajor rugby game orf
sporting event gnsuch aghe Melbourne Cupdthough not
apparentlyfor charity, all of the takings went back to the
winners Sonny was collecting money for sonher :
undisclosedccause and asked Mac for a donation. Accordi ¢ ;
to Soniy (Hayden, 2012) Mac might have thought that .‘
was being conned becauserbtorted, ;

Al f you have gotlwam)mothlngntcgdo NN
with you,0 and fidrove off spinning his wheels in ahower of small stones
Sonny later got to know Maand Ivybetterand recalled that
fiMac came here during the wadde was a good driveitvy was a tall stately
lady, a good sort. @Mac married her antheylived in Dip Road. Mac often
talked about his sons, Boeuf and Guy, Ken and Wink, very proudeat tie
was But he went very quiet for dayafter Anzac Day becausesHost twin boys
overseas during the wavlacand lvyd i d n 6 t chhai vl ed raenny. 0

In 1949 Ivy was formally listed on the HobsonElectoral Roll as lvy Myra
MacphersoriNew ZealandElectoralRoll, 1949) RaeMoselenrecalled thashe
had a wide circle of friends in the Kaeo atbat she visited regularly in he
greenChevolet coupe.Theyincluded Bella, wife of Dick Connelly, Sally, wife
of Tom Rogers, Diane, wife of Bert Whitehead, andn)ewife of Richard
Whi tehead. Whenever I Vi si
becamd v ys@regatechild and was shown off to these friends
| was dressed up to the nines, had my hair swept up in waves
I candt comb out to this da
this social circle

Ivy and Mac were visited regularly by Nancye Macpbansée
Mills and her daughters Rhonda and Karen (see right Nancye
and Alfred and Rhonda and Kar)erand occasionally visitedf"
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Ivy was also an enthusiasticpianist. |1 spentmany hourson her knee
enjoyingherboisterougenditionof the popularsongsof theday. Thejoy
dissolvedwhenshesuddenlysickenedof aninoperablebraintumour. One
of the last photos taken of lvy (see right) shows her becomiiig gaunt.
She was nursedevotediyt o t he end by AoThompason
Macrae née Lomasnd her sister Rose Lomas, who married Peter Gu
Dip Road (see Rose and Tommy belaght). Shedied 27 Decemberl 955
aged53 (Page,1983)

I was nine when the piano music stopped. My own p a r ematriége
then startedto run into sandand our family visits to Grandadailed df.
Relativesstarteddemandinghat| takesidesin the conflict at home | was
hectoredfor refusingto do so and soonfelt that my childhoodwas over.
Although my father Guy eventuallyacquiredl v yp@mso for $200 from
anotherof hersistes, andpassedt onto me asoriginally promisedby vy
(butwho diedintestate)jt awaitsa musicallygifted child in our family.

Ivyd gink granite gravestone in Kaeo Cemeteryrecords her as the
0 b el wiv@Alfred (Page,1983,index no. 65, plot 165). Her elder
sisterNina and her husbandCharlie Martinare buried nearby. Nina ang
Charlie lived on in the old houseoverlooking the three houseson Dip
Road and br many yearsafter | v ydéash,Alfred would go up to their
housefor Sundaylunch.

The Kaeo District High School Magazine continued to carty
advertisememtfor GA. McPhersonPhonedM, Taxi Propietord He and his
pipe had becme part of local folklore. On one occasionAlfred met a
creamtruck on the oneway TaikatoBridge on the PupukeRoaddriven by
HowardHohepa AlthoughHowardwasonthe bridge andhadtheright or
way, 6 Ma scamedat him to get out of the wayi his passengr was
having a baby. However,before Howard could back off, the lady put her
headout of the windowto report

fi T dateMac,itso u t(Jenkins2011)

TommyThompsorserved on as Alfréills h epemd ke r | v y@
1955, until she married Norman Macrand raised IreneAlistair, Neil
and Andrew Macrae Tommyd slaughter Irengsee ight in 1957) ex A R i A
Rogers, exWild Hunter née Thompsorecalled(2012)heré Un c | emchIaxmg)h er Odihmdgh as6
she said,

fi 14 wasreally the softy.0 She had one of the rooms upstairs to herself while the adults each had a room
downstairs. She recalled beisgnt to bed without suppby her mothefor being naughty When all was quiet
Uncle Mac sneaked up the stairs to give her a pie tdrbatstairs creakeas he went down agaand Tommy
called out,

fiwhats goi ng on?bo

fiNot hi ng, 6 he replied, ONothing. o

Irene also recalled that Alfred was bookieg Mrs Frank Shepherd from Tauranga Baytake herA&P
Shows. He would put the back seat of thedmwnto transport hemagnificentflower arrangementandthen
come back and taklrene and her mother to the showhey regularly attendeithe Waimate North, Kaikohe
and sometimeto the Kaitaia A&P Showsalthough that was a bit faht one A&P ShowMac gavelrene a 10
shilling noteto spendand toldher,
fKeep your ewdsaod ybe ogowrght be able to double your n
On another occasioflfred caughtlrenesleepwalking outside when he returned from a trip. When he asked her
what she was doing she abused him and explained that she was collecting a book from the wion leske
bicycle in the shed She then woke up and found that there was no book in the basket and then came inside
quietly, an embarrassing moment for a teenager.
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In 1957Alfredt ook To mmy, I r ene, Tam ad Queanie|
Lomas for a trip arand New Zealandsee right Tom, Tommy and Alfred, with
Irene behind, in Cambridge)hey went down the middle of the North Islatod
the bottom of the South Island, returning to the neithNew Plymouth. Tom
and Queenie had never been away fromkheodistrict before and had man
adventures. Hamburgers were new at the time, so when Tom was asked
stop what he wanted to eat, he said,

iCan you get me ofe of those hum

When Tommy married Norman Macrae, ex herd tester, she and Irene
out to his farm on the left just past the Whangaroa Golf CAg.Norman
(Macrae, 2012Yyecalled, hey did not have a cauntil some years lateand
Alfred continued to provide transport for the family, often dining withn.
He also took the Martins dwn day excursions (see right Tom
and Nina Martin at Coopers Beach).

Alfred lived on for 13 years in Kaeafterlvyd0s deat h
beloved member of the smalbmmunity, deeply embedded in thg&i®
Martin, Macraeand Hemifamilies. He continued to bevisited
regularly by Gordod s wi f eMadplzersanynée Millsand her
daughters (seethird right Alfred with Rhonda and Karen &=
Macpherson He took Boewd s wi f fer a @ermround New| " ==
Zealand in the early 1960s. -

Paul Hemi bought his first taxi license in 1962 and his first N =

Rambler in 1963. Attht t i me he was marj = \ ygi ed

Wells from Te Kag who worked at the telephe exchangen
Kaea Every Friday night Aggie would cook Old Mac a meal of tripe althoy
Paul whohadbriefly been a knife hand inWestfield Meat Works and had hag
clean tripecould not stand the smele made sure he got home whieémvas all

gone.The third photograph right is one of the last taken of Alfred, in about 19

In 1966Paulbought Alfred6s | i cens e, eventually seve
the county.He explainedhat by ther{Hemi, 2012)

fiOl d Mastrting ® get little frai, suffering from problems with his{®
Awat erwor ksod, which | at e, butcartedomdridingo bstat e

for mewhen he could.
The only problenwith his drivingwas that he kept on smoking his blasted pij: &
which stained the upholstery. spoke to him about it many timesitbhe never |
paid any attention. ‘
Towards the end in 1968, Aggie would pop round to make sure he was e %5
He started missing meals &amot looking dter himself staying in bed andfs

got worried about him. We took him to our home for a couple of weeks to
after him

but he wahe wastwithtusHe still hadhis red Rambler with the red®
and white upholsteryShecame round and collected handhis car.

He went down hill quite quicklafterthat |1t wasndét | ong
away | went over to his funeral service in ti@r North Christian Centreni
Awanui. There was aig turn out.He was brought back to be buried here
Kaeo. And dter all those years taxiind, don 6 t remember hi
accident. o
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Therewasa family gatheringin Kaeofor Alfredd 80" birthdayin 1965 (below), althoughd t & e Iwiasstdl

evidentwith theabsenc®f mostRussells.

Standingin the backrow are Guy MacphersonKen MacphersonMaureenMatthews,NancyeMacphersomée
Mills, Gilbert Peter Macpherson Alfred Macpherson Douglas Macpherson Gordon Macpherson Boeuf
MacphersonKelly Switzer, Neil Willis andJohnny Matthews

Kneeling are Fiona Parker SheenaParker (by the table), Pat Macphersonnée Geddesholding Wendy
MacphersorKaripa, Brett Switzer standingin front of Gerty Macphersonnée Hamilton, Patsy White née
MacphersonMaire Parkernée MacphersonJoyceSwitzer née MacphersonChristine Willis néeMacpherson
andMar gar et RatkewwsnéeMeephérson

Seatedatthefront areMark Kitchen TerrenceMatthewsandStuartMacpherson

Alfred died of what he calledicancero f t he wat er wantdt Oespitethie besteffortpafthes t at e
New ZealandArmy, | arrivedin Kaeothe day after the funeralto pay my respects. Alfred had beenburied
besidelvy againstthe right handboundaryof the cemetery equidistantfrom wherel v ygéawestonstoneand

from Alfredd plaquein the ReturnedServicememA s s o0 ¢ i sedtionoAHrédd plaquereadsNo. 802784Sqt.

A.S MacphersonN.Z. Military Forces,died 6 March 1968 aged73 years(Page,1983, index 200, plot 18).

Since other recordshave his deathas 20 February1968, he may have met his Maker three weeks earlier.
WhatevercomeJudgemenbDay, neitherAlfred nor Ivy will risefrom undertheir respectivanonuments!

Herbert Pemberton® o e WMécphersonafter the War

The Far North Timber Company

When Alfredd ®ldestson known asé B o @&wad demobilised(see right)he went
back to delivering firewood and then gradually expandedhis business. His first
timber mill wasin OkahuRoadon a crampedsectionthatwassoonenvelopedby the
expandingKaitaia By 1956 he was employing three hard working people close
enoughto befamily; his brotherGordon who managedhe extractionof logs,Johnny
Matthews who drove the log truck (later a sortin-law) and Selwyn Parker who
learnedto managehe milling (alsolatera sortin-law).




Boeuf Gordonand Selwynthendesignedandthen,with 6 Wi | | y 6
Sluis (anothersonin-law to be), built a new mill out at Kaingaroanear
Awanui. They moved operationsto the new site in 1958. The photo of
Boeufright was taken 1 February 1958.

At aboutthe time of the moveto Kaingaroa Boeufsold half his sharego
GordonandSelwyn Theygot25% eachandpaidthemoff from their share
of annualprofits. They cut nativetimber until it startedrunning out about
1968, switchingto pine. At first they treatedpine sap wood with boric.
After about six years the demand for tantalised posts and battens
accelerated.

Theyinstalledchainpealersandatreatmenplantin 1963 (seeright below
Unknown, Boeuf and Gordor), althoughthe dangersof tantalisingdid not
becomeevidentuntil muchlater. At its high point, in the early 1970s,the
Far North Timber Companywas employing 15 men, althoughwith such
complexitycameindustrialtroubles. j it

Boeufhadhis first heartattackin 1974whenhewas
57. Finding that he was unableto work, he sold his
sharesn 1975to GordonandSelwyn Sadly,thevery
next year Gordon was killed in a vehicle crash,in
Februaryl976aged43. Hence,whenBoeu® second
heart attack in November 1976 killed him, Selwyn
becameahe soleownerandmanagenof the mill.

< soml punngll

Increasinglyplaguedby industrialproblems Selwyn & = - : B’
sold the mill to Adda Hammondin 1983, continuing %, - _ L " S&.,Lv
on for a year as manager until the relationship | B N Ly

deteriorated. He then returned to farming until
demand by farmers with private timber to cut
encouragechim to buy a mobile sawmill with lan
Goble.

The Ma ¢ p h e comectiéngiith timber milling
was finally brokenin 1987 when Selwyn returnedto
sharemilking for five yearsfor his daughtef~ionaand
her husbandJoeKing. Maire (néeMacphersohand Selwynthenbuilt the Foreshord.odgeat Ahipara much
of it in beautifulheartrimu, runninga bedandbreakfastusinesgherefor 11 years. Theyretiredto their Cable
Bay homewhereMa i rheadhgraduallyworsenedandshedied 23 February2009. It is now importantto turn
backtoMa i rmmtbesandBoeud wife, Gertrudeot her wi se known as O0Gertyd or ON
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GertrudeMa ¢ p h e (Children argl Parents

GertrudeEllen Hamilton was born 4 November1915 and died 9 July 1986
aged70) (seeright). She married Boeuf Macphersonin 1935. They were
rejoinedby Gertyds daughteMaire Fiona(born 1 July 1933died 28 February
2009 aged 75) who had been born two years earlier and raised by her
grandnotheré Pi. KPi ko 6 s f or nipikera (Abigaid Hopaa(dob

and she wadorn 8 May 1890 and died 13 March 1956 aged65. Piko is
pictured right below in 1943 with Gerty and her six girls; Patricia Abigail

6Pat syd Whi t eMaephersdfiborn@hlenel938RMaire, Neta
Ellen Macpherson(born 17 July 1939) Christine Macpherson(born 10
November 1940) Joyce Cecilia Macpherson(born 4 February1936), and
MargaretRosed M e igatphersor(born10 April 1937) Piko provideda large
numberof descendantand connectionsfor the Macphersongirls that | will

comebackto below. All six girls wenton to marry and have many children
between them, as clarified below, although it is i
important to first record their mo t h ¢alerissand |
impressiveancestryon bothsides.

Gerty was taught piaro as a child by professors
organisedby her father,Douglas (born 26 April 1887
died 1959 aged 71). She also had a phenomenal
memory concerningfamily, as did her brotherin-law
Guy Macphersonand sonin-law Johnny Matthews
(2010) who together inspired and helped me to
organiseandrecordthis partof our family history.

G e r tpgrénts DouglasGeorgeHamilton and Piko,
hada dairy farm on therising groundto theright at the
endof thefirst straightcomingfrom Pukepotaowards
Kaitaia Georgewasdescribecby Guyasatall, thin Scotsmanhatspokewith anEnglishaccent.

DouglasandPiko partedafter their son GeorgeDouglasHenry 6 S o nHamilion (born 11 Novemberl1916,
died 1939aged22) hadsuccumbedgkitherto meningitisor consumptiontuberculosis). Sonnyhadjust enlisted
for military trainingin the Territorial Army with the Macphersonwins, PeterandJohn,andseemedo befit and
strong His deathcameasaterrible shockto everyone.Piko held herhusbandouglasresponsitdforSonny 6 s
death believingthathe shouldnot havebeensentoutto milk the cowswhenhewassick.

After their separationPouglasandPiko gavetheir farmto BoeufandGerty, with Piko continuingto live there
beforegoingout to Victoria Valley to carefor RossWhited parentsMaire movingwith her. Shethenwentto
MangatoetoavhenshebecameClaud Switzeld sousekeeperfor manyyears(seeright below). This explains
why Maire startedher educatiorat Victoria Valley Primary Schoohndwalked
daily overthe Wallace PantheiRoadfrom Mangate@toe

DouglasHamilton moved southto Te Teko (Texas)near Whakatanein the
Bay of Plenty where he worked as a bushman. He married again,to Lucy
Karena the ex Mrs Griffit hs who hadtwo childrenPhenaanda boy, who died
accidentallywith his father of poisoningwith sheepdip. Shewas from Te
Hapuaand oncethe cleanerof the Maria Van DiemanLighthouse Lucy and
Douglashad two children who were siblingsto Gerty, Conway Hamilton and
Anne Hamilton Anne marrieda Beattiefrom Wairoa, who died about 1999,
after they had had five children, one named Christine (Matthews, 2010)
ChristineBeattiemarriedJohn6 J o Roks@nex-All Black who stoodover six
feet, and they had two equally giant sons,lsaacand Adam Adam marrieda
Busbyandhadtwo children. | will returnto the Hamiltonsbelow.
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GertrudeMa ¢ p h e matermalédreestry

Ge r tmpothes, Piko Hopa was the secondchild of ToamiaHopa shird wife Erina (Ellen) Piautaof Te
Rarawa Since Toamiaand Erina had twelve children,andT o mi fas6 wife MereannaKiwikiwi Tahahad
nine children, it is importantto clarify the wives and mokopuna(descendan}sof ToamlasystematlcaIIyWIth
the kind help of JohnnyMatthews(2010) SamHobson(2010)andJim Job ™

(2011)

Toamia (Thomas)Hopa (Job) (seeright, born 13 June 1823 died 28 |W
February1928 aged 105) was of Ngapuhi descent. Ngapuhinui Tonu |g
(GreaterNgapuhi)is New Z e a | dangds6iva (federationof tribes) and
traditionally held Northland southof the MangamukaRangesdown to the
Brynderwyn Hills, their southern border with Ngati Whatua The
BrynderwynHills reachfrom MangawhaiHeadson the eastcoastnearly
halfwayto the easterrarmsof KaiparaHarbouronthe westcoast.

Toamia farmed in Pukepotonear Kaitaia on the farm now owned by |
MosesYateswho boughtit off T 0 a mi2Q¥ 6hdd; Fred. Toamiawasan
active memberof the highly regardedPukepotoPrimary Schoo] directing
his manychﬂdrenand grandchildrerto attend. He hada bach(rudimentary

' hut) in the Pukepotobush so he could graze his 5 )?
cattletherein winter. |

When Toamia died he was buried amongother a‘=-
distinguishedV U o leaidersin the TarakakaUrupaat StSt e p hAeglicanChurchat
Pamapuriaaboutsix miles south of Kaitaia (seeleft). Meg Matthews recalls being
ESCSRE 0/ D S shownhis gravestondoy her Aunty Emma who wept at sucha big manhavingsucha
. [EMEPI | modeststone.

m Accordingto JimJoh ToamiaHopab fatherhadthe samenamebutreversedHopa
| COME UNTONE AR Sa%y Toamia. This ToamiaSnr.wasbornabout1780in Pukewhaubaptised20 November

*

1836,becamea nativeschoolteacherfook a wife calledHera(Sarah)andwhenhe
died5 August1846about60 yearsold, he wasburiedat Pukepoto
Toamia married his first wife MereannaKiwikiwi Taha on 14 June 1860. While awaiting inevitable
corrections,| understandthat their nine children and well over 107 mokopuna(grandchildrenand other
descendanjsvere
1. MaraeaHopa who marrieda Heta
2. RinaHopa who marrieda Honaor Honi, with eitherMaraeaor Rinalived in KareponianearAwanui
3. Mata Hopa who married Neho Popataand had 13 children: 6 J a cNelw §who married Mary
Subritzkyandhad 13 children); PeterNeho(who marriedPuhiaNathanandhadtwo children), Waiatai
0 T u INehd (who married Mary Mosesand had two children), Lucy Neho (who married Herbert
Clarkeandhada child Dennis);Bill Nehg Kingi Neho(who marriedandhadsix children); Mary Neho
(who married Buster Henareand had children); RogerNehg Maro Neho (who married StanBrown
from Te Hapuaandadoptedoneof K i n glaughsersSandra)Dollie Neho(who marriedJohnBrown
of Te Hapuaand had four children); Parry Neho (who married Millie and had six children); David
Neho(who marriedJosephingdarrisandhadthreechildren);and JennyPopatalwho marriedGraham
6 Cr u Bradleyiandhadtwo children).
4. KeteHopawho marriedHaareRogersandhadonechild, 6 D o mRogeéswho marriedMaryannelob
5. Pene(Benny)Hopawho marriedMereanal euaandhadtwo childrenNgahi Hopa and WahapaHopa
andthenmarriedagainto EmaroaHobsonand had five children; Noble Hopg Ben Hopa Bill Hopa
Simeon6 S alopaandHeta Hetaand Samdied young, Samof beestingsand Hetaasa teenager.
Bill, abushmanwasknownasPirimonaHopa andhis daughteMargaretJob(born16 Februaryl937)
marriedSamHobson(seebelow).
6. Hemi(Jimmy)Hopa
7. EmereHopawho marriedMuripaengad M u rframbTe Hapuaandhadfive children: Huia Hopa(who
maried MorganNathanandhada child Aileen who marriedHerbertPeterd; Tau Te RangiHopa(who
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married Alec Robsonof Pukepotoand had many children); Selwyn Hopa Ted Hopa (who married
Wiki Williams andhadmanychildren);andPatHopa(who marriedMary Matiu/ Matthew$

Dick 6 R k Hopawho marriedMaki (Maggie) Hohepa(Josephandhadthreechildren: Norton Hopg
SarahHopa (who married GeorgeStensnesand had eight children; Joan,Hilda, Harold, Ken, Joy,
Faye, Raye and Keith), and Francis Hopa (who married RahereTaniwee (Stanaway)and had six
children:Bill Hopa(who marriedRomaShelfordandhadeightchildren); JoeHopg HenryHopa Bob
Hopa (whosewife gave him nine children); Maggie Hopa (who married an Edwardsand had two
children,onecalledRegEdwards a painter at lived on PukepotdRoad);andAnnie Hopa

Maki 6 Ma g glopa&(feeright) who marriedWiremu (William) Robsonandhadsix children: Winnie
Robson QueenieRobson JessieRobson Nettie Robson(who marriedFrankHarrison a Minister) and
Wiremu (William) Robson( whose wife gave him at leastfive children; Sennie Robson Wallie
Robsond D u | Robsa&) dimmyRobsomandAnnetteRobson

ToamiaHopa secondwife wasMaraeaor MereinaTe Whi Whi. Theyhadno children.
Toamia third wife wasErina (Ellen) Piautaof Te Rarawa(seeright with Toamiaandunknownchild) (born

1861died 29 Novemberl939aged78). Their twelve childrenandat least47
mokopunawvere
1.

Tipina 6 Et Hapa&vého was the first wife of Hore (Georg) Raiti
(Wright), an Anglican who becameMethodist Archdeaconin the
Waikato (see below). They had six chidren; George Raiti, Annie
Raiti, Ted Raiti, Minnie Raiti, Fred Raiti and Cathy Raiti. Ettie died
whenshewas32 andis the grandmotheonf Samuellob6 S aHobson
(born11Junel927)(Hobson, 20Q)

Apikera(Abigail) 6 P i éx dMasters néklopa(Job, born8 May 1890
died 13 March 1956 aged65. Piko first marriedEdwardMastersand
had two children; Charlie Wellborn Mastersand Augustusé Guk g
Masters Shethen married Douglas GeorgeHamilton and hadtwo |
children; Gertrude Ellen 6 G e r Hamifion (who married Boeuf
Macphersonand had six daughtersas noted above) and George

DouglasHenry 6 S o nHmamifion who died in TP
1939,aged22

Merana(Marian) Hopa the secondwife of Hore
(George) Raiti (Wright) (see Meranaright on
her weddingday attendecdby MaataPopotaand
Tipena Riati). Merana and Hore had five
children;GladysRaiti, EdnaRaiti, Iris Raiti, and
the twins Henry and Joyce Raiti. Archdeacon
Raiti diedin his mid 40swhenbeingconsidered
asthe nextMaori Bishopof Aotearoa
Waata(Walter) Johh who married Selina/Erina
Murray andhadtwins afterwaiting eightyears threeboysin total

Ropata(Robert)Hopawho marriedJulia (Huria) Latimerandhadtwo children; Mary Hopaand Takiti
Hopa

Robson 6 R o b l§Romhana) Hopa who married
Florence Smith and had three children (see Erina,
DaphneandHinemoaright); HinemoaHopaborn13
July 1913 (she married a Rennerand had a son
Gordan who married Diane and had a son Adrian
who marriedRobin Gemmelto havea son),Daphne
Hopa (who has a daughterMary) and Erina Hopa
(born 1920 and who married PeterSalle to havea
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10.

11.

sontheynamedPeter)
HenareHopa a soldierwho diedathomeof woundshe got aiGallipoli

Mary (Ngahemo?Hopa (seeright) who marriedJapethLarkins of Oturu and had I

thirteenchildren: RobertLarking Dan Larkins SamLarkins (who married Eliza
Waltersto havefive children; Ninia Larkins DaphnelLarkins, Maire Larkins, Puti
Larkins and Charlie Larkins); ReubenLarkins Ford Larkins NormaLarkins who
married Bob Stevensfrom the Hokianga Gordon Larkinsg Juned P a tLarkmné
who marriedlke Harrisonandhada family, Ray (who died in the Thames);Lionel
Larking BenlLarkins, ClarkeLarkinsandCharlieLarkins

Mattie (Materoa)Hopawho married Charlie Hamilton and hadfive children: Tira
Hamilton who married Bill Hohia, Doreen Hamilton, Mavis Hamilton, Audrey
HamiltonandHarry Hamilton

Hugh (Tehu/Teha)Hopawhosefirst wife ReneeBlundell gavehim threechildren
(Henry Hopa Bettie Hopaand MadgeHopg andhis secondwife, possiblyAnnie
Bassettwho havehim anotherson,Alex Hopa

FredJobwho wasa taxi driver who alsorananbilliard saloon. His first partnerwas |

CathleenPenewho hada boy; David 6 C h o dPkrievéhd@ marrieda Lazerusfrom
Te Hapua. Fredthen married AgnesBusby without issue. His secondwife Jean

gavehim two children; StephanielobandMalcolm Joh

12. Emma (Erina) Job (seesecondright) was born 1905 and died November1996 aged91. Shefirst
married Howard Wilson and had threechildren; PeterWilson, Michael Wilson and Jill Wilson. Her

seconchusbandvas6 H o oAdlan Andtheyhadoneson,Bob HooeyRobertAllan.

Gertyand6 A u E m$Emmaor ErinaJob,P i ls ypnédngessisterandTomiaandE r i mwelfihhild) told the
Macphersongirls that, when GovernorSir GeorgeGreyd svife Eliza Grey went backto England he took a

MU o consort. This consortwas widely reputedto be the mother of
ToamiaHopa (Matthews,2010) althoughthe photosright of Toamia
(nearright) and Sir George(far right) at a similar age do not suggest
paternity. On the otherhand,if this claim is provenusing DNA, then
Gerty Ma ¢ p h e rsis girfs @re the great great granddaughtersof
GovernorSir GeorgeGrey.

What the whakapapaabove does demonstrateis that Ge r t
grandfather,ToamiaHopa had?21 childrenand over 150 mokopunaof
NgapuhiandTe Rarawadescent.It alsoprovidesBoeufandG e r tsiy

girls with a hugenumberof relativesin the Far North, in additionto the Hamiltonsof Dannevirkewho have

distinguishedscottishancestrywhich will nowbe summarised.

GertrudeMa c p h e pateonal@nsestry

Ge r tfathér®ouglasGeorgeHamilton had beenborn in Dannevirke the
youngestonof CaptainGeorgeDouglasHamilton (bornabout1835died 19

November 1911 aged 76, see right). Captain Ge o r ghimgrapher |

(McGibbon, 2007) explained that he was the first Europeanto settle

permanentlyn southernHawke'sBay, residingfirst at Waitahoraandleasing |

about13,000acresfrom 1861. He was one of the first settlersto negotiate
and managelarge sheepstationsin consultationwith local MU o. r From
1863 until 1873 he wasin partnershipwith JohnWilkinson, obtaininga 21-
yearleaseto 30,750acresn 1867in Mangatoro

During the New ZealandLand Wars he joined the local militia as a
volunteerand skirmishedagainstNgati Hineuru adherentf Pai Marire at
Omarunuj nearNapier, on 12 October1866. He wasthencommissioneds
anensignin the NapierMilitia in 1869to searchfor Te Kooti, later claiming
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to havecaptainedTle Arawa and Ngati Kahungunucontingents. The rank stayedwith him ashe becamevery
activein postLand War developments He waswidely trusted to the point of assistingocal M U o to divide up
the£16,000paidto themfor the 250,000acreTamakiblockin 1871.

CaptainGeorgereturnedto Edinburghbriefly, andon 10 March 1873,marriedGertrudeHelenAli cia
GwendolerHugheg(bornabout1853died 20 Septembefl914aged61). Theyeventuallyhadatotal of three
sonsandfour daughterg§McGibbon,2007)

1. GilbertConwayHamilton(born1875in Dannevirke died2 March1951in Hasting$
2. JohnDouglasHamilton(born1875anddied9 April 1945in Dannevirke
3. Mary GertrudeC. Hamilton(bornJanuaryl878,Dannevirke died 1965,New Zealand)
4. IreneGertrudeC. Hamilton(born21 Octoberl878,MangatoraHawkesBay, died 30 Januaryl 952,
Dannevirké
GwendolerA.C.J. Hamilton (bornanddied 1880,Dannevirké
GertrudeLauraG. Hamilton (born20 August1881,Dannevikedied 7 August1952,Hastings) and
7. DouglasGeorgeHamilton(born26 April 1887,DannevirkeHomesteaddied 1959,probablyTe Teko).

o o

WhenCaptainGeorgeretunedto Mangatoroin March 1874,after marrying,he wasencouragedy the Bank of
New Zealand(BNZ) to borrow and launchlargescaledevelopmentsvith a promiseof a 40-year extensionto
hislease.By 1884,howeverhe owed£44,000andthe BNZ becameconcernedboutthe depressiomndshifted
its positionon his leases.In 1878,New Zealandraninto a severedepression.The BNZ demandedepayment,
took possessiomf the propertyandin 1890, boughtit at auctionfor an undiclosedsumwhentherewere no
biddersandthenfired CaptainGeorge. He andhis wife hadto begfor assistancéom friendsto rehouseheir
family at Tiratu, near Dannevirke He was declareda bankruptin 1896, although he may have received
assistancéom family in Scotland

The BNZ6 $acticswere describedn the New ZealandParliamentas6 d i s g raada®06f oudfefie worst
blotsin the historyof New Zealandb a n k (MaGibbon,2007) CaptainG e o r manypstitionsto the Courts
andParliamentailed until the secondParliamentaryCommissionin 1910concludedhathe hadindeedsuffered
a 'serious wrong'. Nevertheless,the governmentof the day decided to set asidethe Co mmi ssi onds
recommendationthat he be compensatedallegedly becauseit was frightened of creating a precedent
(McGibbon,2007) These facts suggetatpolitical venality displacedustice.

In his closingyears,CaptainGeorgestockedthe rivers of HawkesBay with trout andits bushwith pheasants,
developed a r memdracifgclubs,andgotthe Governmen®rinting Office to publishhis authoritativeTrout
fishingand sportin MU o r i (Hamiltah, 1904) He died of heartfailure at Dannevirkein 1911, threeyears
beforehis wife diedin 1914. Thereis aroomrespectfullydevotedto his activitiesat the DannevirkeMuseum
His childrenscatteredbereftof their considerablenheritance no doubtembitteredby theillegal dispossession
engineeredby the BNZ andhow nationalpoliticiansfailed to rectify a provenandsubstantialnjustice.

It was,therefore hardly surprisingthatCaptainG e o r goangessonDouglasdeliberatelynurturedGer t y 6 s
extraordinarymemoryof family matters. Sherecalledvisiting hergrandfatheDouglasGeorgeHamiltonin Te
Tekowith herfatherandmother,beforehediedin 1959(W vanderSluis& N vanderSluis,2010) At that

meethg Douglasgavehis daughteiGerty mapsof the landsin the Dannevirkeareatheyheld beforethe BNZ
intervenedjndicatinga continuingsenseof grievancealongwith acopyof hisf a t Hhreutfishggbook
Fromthenthe connectionsvith the DannevirkeHamiltonshavefaded,with oneratherodd exception.

The ImposterHamilton

G e r tgiyisineta manin Aucklandwho introducedhimselfas GeorgeDouglasHamilton (W vander Sluis &
N vander Sluis,2010) He andhis wife Roselived with their family in a hugeold housein 17 Murdock Road,
Grey Lynn, Auckland. He hada biscuittin holding correspondencom the QueenElizabethshowingthat he
washerdistantrelative. Netaintroducedhim to Gertywho wasinterestedn her family links with royalty.

The Queenthenkindly invited Gertyand Georgeto dine with herwhenshenextvisited New Zealand. Boeuf
madeit clearthattheycould not afford to attendsucheventsandthenreciprocate. Georgewashumbleandvery
plausible.
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Gerty musthavethenrealisedthatthe fellow hadwritten to the Queenpurportingto be herlong deadbrother,
GeorgeDouglasd S o nHamilion Whenshechallengechim he admittedprivately to not beingSonnybut an
OakleyandaHamiltononhismo t h sde.d lsis GeorgeDouglasOakelymusthavefound outthatSonnyhad
diedin 1922andthat CaptainG e o r fprekiearsvere Scottish |
royals related to the House of Windsor (see Lord George
DouglasHamilton and Lady GertrudeDouglasHamilton right).
He hadchangechis namedto GeorgeDouglasHamilton, stolen
S 0 n nigetity, written to the Queenand had beenrecognised
asherdistantrelative. :

The impostercontinuedto meetGerty until he died, always |#
with suitcasesof evidence. He visited Willy and Neta in
Birkenheadwith his sonandall he wantedto talk aboutwashis ;
royal connections.He had apparentlyfoughtin the WW2 and waspossiblya train driver. He spentall of his
moneyon his royal obsessiomatherthanon his wife andchildren- theyweredressedjuite poorly while hewas
alwaysdressedvell in atweedsuit with along tweedscarf.

The imposter and his wife continuedto passthemselvesoff in Grey Lynn as Hamiltons with royal
connections.And it seemghathe fooled his wife to the end. Whenhe died, Rosetelephonedsertyto ask,in
all innocencejf he hadtold themwherehe hadburiedhis biscuittin with their family savingshis medalsand
his correspondenceith the Queen. Gerty hadto disappointher.

Maire Macpherson

Maire marriedSelwynJamesParker(born24 May 1934)on 19 Junel954. The Parkersarewell documenteds
one of the Far Northd anost extensive families (K. Parker, 1997) My older brother Douglas Robert
Macphersorservedastheir pageboy, dressedn a Red Macphersorkilt (seebelow).

Maire and Selwyn worked hard all their lives and
were blessed with three children and six
grandchildren. Some14 monthsafter Maire died 27
February2009,Selwyn summarisedhe story of their
family (S.Parker,2010) Excerptsfollow:

Maire was 17 when| first met her. Sheusedto
get around with Doreen, Valma and Bubby
Subritzkyin Kaitaia We usedto bike into Kaitaia
on Friday nightsand go to the pictures. Shewas
17 and ten months older than me. When she
turned16 her father said she could pleaseherself;
go backto schoolor go to work. Shefirst got a - " F
job with RhysWilliams, the grocerandbaker. When sheturned 18 shewentdownto the Southlsland hop
andapplepicking.

I was milking cows and working at home before going to work for Wally Coulterin Te Rore Road,
Victoria Valley. | wasgrubbinggorseby handfor 2/6 an hour,good moneythen,1948. | boughta BSA
250 andwent down to visit Maire for a coupleof weeks. | camehome,shefollowed and we got married
whenwe wereboth19, on 19 Junel954.

We wentsharemilking for 12 monthsfor Henry Gibson TakahueRoad,but| wassick of milking cows. |
hadbeenmilking athomesincel was10. Ma i rfathérsaidfi C o arelwork for meatthemi lup Gkahu
Road, 1955. JohnnyMatthewswas alreadydriving for him. | startedon the Pacific Bench. Boeufwas
puttinglogsthroughand| wastakingflitches off thefar end,stackingashigh astheroof, on skids. Thenwe
would bringit all backandputit througha small sawto cut boards. Hard yakka.

Maire and | were marriedin 1954. We had Fionain 1956 [Fiona Gay Parkerborn 5 March 1956 in
Kaitaig. ShewentOK at Collegeandthenwentnursing ShemetJoeKing [Kevin Jamesd J Kimd) born
1 March 1955]who hadstartedin forestrydown in Rotorua,so shecontinuednursingthere,mainly in old
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p e o pHomed deremyFoleyinvited Joedownto Stewartlslandto dive for paua Helovedit. SoFiona
calledto tell usthatit wasa goodbusinessandt h awhéretheyweregoingto live. He mack big money
gettingatonaday. He keptall the shells. Fionadid all the bookworkandthe organising,andliaison with
the Departmentof Forestryand Fisheriesalong the way. When the Governmentbroughtin quotasfor
crayfishtails he wasalreadytaking oneof the largesthauls,andbecausf this, he wasallocateda big quota
peryear. He wasjust givenit.

During this period Fiona really learnedhow to managea businessand to negotiatewith government
peopletoinsistontheirrights. It really madeherhard,notto sit backandacceptwhattheygive you butget
stuckin andinsist on your rights. They had Felicity in 1986 in Invercargill [Felicity Ellen King born 13
August]. Theythensoldtheir boatandhouseandmovedbackup northin 1987. TheyboughttheCh ur ¢ h 6 s
farmson the Awanui Straightbeforemoving. | wentsharemilking for themfor five years. Theythenhad
Leahin 1988in Kaitaia [Leah MareeKing, 12 March]. They kept their quotaand leasedit out to help
financetheir farmingand developmentosts. Smart.

Looking back,l wasmarriedin 1954. Sharemilking in 1955. In 19561 startedatthe OkahuMill. In 1958
and1959we built andshiftedoutto Kaingaroa We were 10 yearscutting nativetimbers. We gotinto boric
treatmentirom about1962. Everybodystarteddemandingpine postsand battens. So we got Hicksonsto
install thetanalisingtreatmeniplantandwe paidthemoff overtime. By 1969we wereflat out... Theearly
1970swerethe bestfor the parinership. Doug Broadbendid the bookswith helpfrom Maire [Macpherson],
Christine[MacphersonpndGeorgeWalker. [The photoright wastakenin the mid 1970sandshowsSelwyn
andMaire with Grant andtheirteenagelaughters-ionaandSheenh

We did take sometime off though. | usedto do someshootingwith HetaBrass We wentoutto Guyb s
farm at Mangatoetodo shootsomepukekos. We went up both sidesof the rauposwampabout30 yards
wide betweenG u y @d Roy Dawond place. My dog worked the raupo. A pukekojumpedup. Heta
nailedit andme. Prettyscarey. Could havetaken
my eye out. Janetdug H e t peflessout of my
face,dabbingthe holeswith Dettol.

When Boeuf had his first heartattackat 57, in
1975, he could not work .... In February1976
Gordonwaskilled in a crashwhenhe was43 ....
Ten monthslater, in November1976, Boeufhad |
beendown southand called into Kaikohe on his
way hometo pick up a load of pine treesfor us.
That is when he had his secondheartattack that
killed him. No one wasthereto help him. The
treesarestill there.

Soby about1981,l had... thewholebusinesgo
myself. | decidedthat | had had enoughof saw
milling andsoldthe company. | got sick of the worry, especiallyjokersnotturningupto doanhonestd ay 6 s
work. We hadup to 15 menworking thereandif onefellow d i dtar®up to do his job it buggeredup the
whole system. You could not afford to haveanotherbloke on standbyto standin his place....

So | worked on the ChurchRoadfarm for 12 months,mostly run off farming All of a suddenl started
gettingfarmerscomingto me sayingfi t a rmgét iy timbercut. Nobodyis interestedn cutting my timber
on my farm. The jokersrunning mills arejust not interestedin my standsoft i mb.e Sal &ventto lan
Goble who had been doing our logging. He was keen so we bought this portable mill from the
manufacturerBartageSawmills,Silverdale. Theyonly hadthe breakdowrcarriageanda breastoenchto go
with it, sowe boughta brandnew Perkinsdieselengine,and put the whole thing on wheels. We could not
keepup with thework; we wereflat outeveryday.... It wasgreatcomparedo runningthe mill; only two or
threeof usbutall goingflat out.

JoeandFionacamebackabout1987,andthe mobile benchwasgettingtoo heavyfor me,sol wasready
to helpthemwith sharemilking for five years. Neverturnedbackto milling afterthat. After thatwe built
the ForeshoreLodge at Ahipara It had two bedroomsupstairsand two below for a bed and breakfast
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business. The upstairswaslined with rimu, beautiful. We were 11 yearsthere,leaving theresevenyears
agoin 2003. It wasa greatsetup. | had my boat, four wheel drive and all my fishing gear. The only
problemwas after eight yearsMaire got sick and | hadto run the motel. Not that keenon housework.
Making beds,washingandtendingto peopleis not my line of work. We hada buggerof a sectionrock just
underthedirt, hardwork althoughwe got heapsof veggies.

We hadsomesparecashsowe boughtthe CableBay placeto rentit out. WhenMaire got sick we decided
to moveout hereourselves.Maire got run down andthoughtshewasstill 40. Go, go, go all thetime. She
wasoneof thesepeoplethathaveto haveeverythingspotless.Shewould make me comebackanddo some
jobsagainuntil it wasperfect. [The photoright wastakenin 2008] ’ A§ :

This place[in CableBay] cameup for tenderandFionaandl cameout
to havealook. Shefoundit in the paper. We camebackandtalked
aboutit with Maire. We cameoutagainandl would nothavegotit.
Fionawastheonewho gotit. Sheis theonewho persevere@ndgotit
well belowgovernmentaluation. Sowe cameouthered tr ce sVedh.
right. We hadthis hugegarden.My b o yfdrmais only tenmilesupthe
OruruValley sol getto helpthere. But thework is notasheavyaswith
amobilemill, andl canchoosemy times.

Fionastill managesheir farmsasabusinesaswell aschairingthe
CommunityBoardbut hassteppedackfrom beingonthe FarNorth
District Councl aswell. Shehasagirl thatdoesherbooksbut shestill goesoutto makesureeverythingis
beingdoneontime. Joeis adamneducky man,althoughheis deadstraight,nevermuckspeopleaboutand
studieseverythingcarefully beforedeciding. He works everythingoutto the lastcentbeforedeciding.
Fionaonly sayswhatshebelievesin, nevertalking rubbishor playingpolitics. Somepeopleneverseento
beableto work thingsoutandalwaysgo againstmakingimprovement.Sheis oneof the quietoneswho get
thingsdone like Mary JaneHardingwho tidied up Kaitaiad streetswith planters.

[The photoright wastakenatMa i r7@"dighdayin
2003.The backrow has FionaKing néeParker Leah
King, JoeKing behindLoganJameKing (born April
1990) Felicity King, Phil BayesbehindClint Culpan
and SheenaParker Seatedare Grant Parkerholding
his daughteiSamanthaSelwynandMaire, andKaren
Parker née Trigg holding her Daniel  Selwyn
explaired]

SheenaJoy was our second child born 1957 §
[Sheenaloy Parkerborn 18 October1957]. She
marriedDesmondCulpan[born 6 November1948,
married 17 July 1986, died 30 November1990]
andthey had Clint [Clint DesmondCulpan,bom
17 July 1987]. Desdied of cancerwhen he was
only 42 in 1990, threeweeksafter he wasdiagnosed.He wasa surveyorwho thoughtthe world of his son,
working four daysa weekso he could spendmoretime with him. Clint really missedhis Dad, but he went
on and got his tickets for automotiveengineering. He works now for NissanHyundaiin Kaitaia with his
own housein Pukepotoanda nice partner Kirsty, who is going backto university. Sheenahasgoneonto
becomea Priority Bank Managerfor Westpacin Albany, which meansshe evaluatesbusinessproposals
beforeloansaremade. Shedecidedong agonotto becomea bankmanager.Sheis working 12 - 14 hoursa
day, weekendsput rings me everyweeklike the others. S h e e paatréeris Phil Bayes a very thorough
cabinetmakerwho loveshisfishing.

Our third child is Grant,born 1971[GrantSelwynParker born 3 May]. He marriedKarenTrigg [Karen
Nicola Parker nédrigg born 1 March 1973]whosedad Colin Trigg owneda furniture shopin Kaitaia [her
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motherwasDelwin Walterd. Grantmanagedripart Farmsin Oruru He and Karenkeepall their Friesen
beefcrosscalves,buyin otherbeefcalvesandthenbring themall up to 100kgsat aboutfour months. They
have350 acreson the homefarm, 50 acresin scrubandgorseandanotherrun off of 300 acresup FernFlat
Road. Their children, SamanthgSamanthd.ouise Parkerborn 29 March 2000] and Daniel [Daniel Parker
born18 Decembe001],go to PeriaSchool,with 70 oddotherkids. It is agreatschool.

Joyce Macpherson

Boeuf and Ge r t sgodrglgirl was Joyce Cecilia
Macpherson (born 4 February 1936). She was
educatedat Kaitaia College and then worked at the

TelephoneExchangeat a time when calls connected
manually. ShemarriedKelvin Johndé K e ISWitzed
in the PresbyteriarnChurch,Kaitaia,on 20 April 1957
(seeright). They lived first at the Switzer farm in

Victoria Valley.

Kelly was born 7 April 1935 into one of the Far
Northd pioneer settler families that migrated from
Switzerland. One of his first recollectionswasliving
in a housebehindthe Police Stationin Mangonuiwhile his father, GordonWillis 6 B i Switzérbuild the new
wharf with Eddie and RossWhite. Kelly worked for Kaitaia Transportboy and man,1954to 1999, first asa
driver, eventually34 yearsasmanageifrom 1965. Theseb5 yearswith Kaitaia Transportwere brokenby two
shortstints asa builder andselling farming suppliesto farmersin the Far North. The photo below of Kelly and
Joyce was taken in 1997.

JoyceandKelly hadtwo boys;Brett JohnSwitzer, born25
April 1961 and Craig Darren Switzer, born 17 June 1966.
Brett marriedRobynSwitzer néeBridle 27 Octoberl989and
had two children; Aaron John Switzer, born 28 May 1990,
and Haidee Danelle Switzer, born 17 November 1993.
Robynis from the Coromandeland her parens farmednear
Coalville runningcattleandsheep.

Brett joined Kaitaia Precut Homes and completed his [
apprenticeshiasa carpenter. One contractbuilding schools ';
took him to Japanfor short periodsover a few yearswith " 3
Craig. While Brett was on Norfolk Island for two yearshe [&
met Robyn. Brett then built many housesin the Far North,
including someof the luxury homesat CoopersBeach He employedup to eight carpentersspecialisedn
customisedbeachhomesand now works with a smallerteam. He boughtBart Parked 90 acre farm up
C| o u Bdad Ke built ahouseandsplit it off andsoldit, andthenbuilt anotherwherehenow lives. Hethen
bought90 acresoff Frank Matthewsd sonWarren,leasedit for threeyearsto Walter6 P oMastersfor market
gardeningandthenusedit fattenrun stock.

Brettd sonAaronis adairy farmer. Whenhe wasat Kaitaia Collegehe usedto help Dick Radichat his farm
of over 400 prime acresbehindthe old Awanui Hall andwas paid with bobby calves. Dick, who is partially
sightedand unmarried,encourageddaron to startsharemilking. Brett and Aaron boughta 320-cow herd up
from Umaweraandcontinueto leasethefarm from Dick Radich. A a r opartheris AlanaBrien, D i ¢ keltes

Haideeis at the North She campus of Massey Universitgxcelsat swimming, and intendsbecominga
physicaleducatiorteacher.

JoyceandK e | Isgcdndboy, Craig marriedGail Switzer néeMathewson 15 June2002,atSt. Savi our 6 s
Churchin Kaitaia Gail, born4 February1966,broughta child by a previouspartnerto the marriage;Teagan
Matthews born 1 August1990. They have also had two their own children; Troy Craig Switzer, born 18
August 1999, and Cory PeterKelvin Switzer, born 11 June2001, namedafter his two grandfathers.Gail is a
daughtef PeterMatthewsandSueMatthews néeratesfrom Awanui, now separated.
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Takenin the mid 2000s,the photoright showsCraig 'ﬁ‘
and Gail Switzer, with Cory and Troy and Teagen
absent Kelly and Joyce Switzer are behind them.
BrettandRobynSwitzerareto theright with their son
AaronandHaideein front.

Craig also did his carpentry apprenticeshipwith
Kaitaia Precut and worked for periodsin Sydney
Darwin and Japan He returnedhometo marry and
continuedworking in partnershipwith Gary Wallace
a cousin. Craig and Gary havedevelopedan intenseworking style thatc a rbédisturbedby visitors. They
built a houseon 15 acresup ChurchRoad,part of Len Parkeb §arm, andthenpiecesof PeterMatthewsand
Don Matthew®farmsjust outsidethe stopbankon the southside of Kaitaia. Craigthenbuilt his houseon the
knoll. He continuesin the building businessTeagernis a hairdresseandhas goneo Australia Troy will start
secondary school in 2018nd Cory is at primary school. In sum, Joyceand K e | |ckil@ren are very
accomplishe@ndhavegiventhemfour grandchildren.

Meg Macpherson

BoeufandG e r tthyrddgsl wasMargaretRosed M e Ida@phersonborn10 April 1937. Shewasalsoeducated
at Kaitaia Collegeanddid very well. Shewasacceptedor Dental Nursetraining but whenshefound out that
shewould haveto go to Wellingtonfor training andleaveher sistersbehind,sherefusedto go. Her fatherwas
so angeredoy her tearsthat he insistedsheleaveschoolandstartasanoffice girl with his goodfriend Geage
Walker. Sheworkedthereuntil shemarried(seeright 22 Septembefl956).

Me g busbandis Henry John6 J o h Mattiiefws (born 18 February |
1935) who camefrom one of the original missionaryfamilies in the Far |
North. Johnnyis a raconteurwith a prodigiousmemoryfor namesdates
andphonenumbers. He gathersyoungpeopletogetherfor adventureshis =
grandchildreradorehim and he excelsat casuallydirectinghis6 g a r -
His 6 ¢ r u attitueletodlife, he explained,(Matthews,2010) was dueto |
his parentsheingelderly and his brotherFrankbeingabout15 yearsolder
than he was. This meantthat for much of his youth he lacked effective
supervisionand eventually skipped schoolin favour of mustering. He
pickedup work with Kingi NehoandKen Lewis. He joinedthebig droves
from the North Capedown to the Kaitaia salesand then throughto the
Moerewa Freezing Works He later drove for Boeuf Macpherson
delivering firewood, and then many yearsfor Kaitaia Transport And in
his sparetime wasa pigeonfancier.

Johnnyfirst metMeg whenhe caughtherandhis sisterMary Matthews
both thenstill at Kaitaia College trying to stealtobaccofrom his room.
Their relationshipnearlystartedwith abootin the backside Theynextmet
atMegMo r r i Bancin@CtassesvhereJohnnywasalrealy agooddancer. Meg, abeginnergot Mary to tell
herbrotherthathe hadto dancewith her. TheymarriedatSt.S a v i &€hurclonKaitaia.

JohnnyandMeg thenmovedinto onehalf of Kaikora; J o h ng v & 8 d f homelsteachéaB e | dardlens.
Brother FrankMatthewsand his wife Maureehadthe otherhalf. Johnnythentook over Wiki Peted farmin
Pukepotg a farm coveredin gorsethat was high enoughto hide his Fordsontractor. On weekenddhe cut and
deliveredtitree and puriri firewood with Eric Kitchen Neil Willis and Ted Chapman The first two became
J o h nlorgth&érsinlawwh en t hey marr i eahd Ghestgné@s si sters Patsy
Johnny put 200 Herefordson leaseland on the Herekino Harbour until local rustlers made the venture
unsustainable.He then employeda fulltime sharemilker on his Pukepotofarm, movedto Ahiparg leaseda
guotaandboughttwo crayfishboats. Whenthe price of the fishing quotarosehe sold the two boats,andthen
fishedoff a catamararuntil arthritis madeboatfishing impossible. Sincethenhe hasfishedthe 90 Mile Beach
with a torpedaig, visited manypartsof New Zealandin a motorhomeandinventedadventuregor his garcons.
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Meg and Johnnyhad two children. TerrenceNeil Matthewswas born 22 Septemberl957 and tragically
committedsuicideon 25 April 1985,aged27. Terrenceandhis partnerLillian 6 P o pYatgshada daughter
namedKylee Yateswho wasborn 7 March 1981 and raisedby Meg and Johnny(seePoppyand Kylie right,
2010. Kylie andheronetime partnerLee Latimer, acommercialiishermanhadtwo children;ChristianJames
Latimerborn4 May 1998andTerrencelLee é T e iLatimeadborn 12 September
2000. Christianstandstall; he travelledto Australiawith the Te RarawaUnder
13 Teamthat was only beatenonce. Terry is a good scholarand very popular.
Both boys excel at computing.K y | ipartbesis now Jeffrey Sayles a widely
respecteghowerboardengineerandtheyhavea girl, JemmaRoseSaylesborn8
April 2008.

Meg and Johnny ssecond child StephenJohn Matthews was born 23
Septembed 961. He is a hardworking and successfufarmerin Pukepoto He
marriedLinda Taylor (born29 July 1962)on 8 May 1982.
They have three children; Justin John Matthewsborn 5
October1982, Reon JamesTerrenceMatthewsborn 22
March 1985and DeannaMaree Matthewsborn 7 January
1989. Justin,a builder, and his partnerMelodie, a show
jumper,havea son,CodeeMatthews born 25 September
2007 (see right Stephen Matthews, Justin Matthews
holding CodeeMatthewsand JohnnyMatthew3. Reon,
also a builder, and his partnerEmma an office worker,
have a daughter;Chelsey Louise Matthews born June [=
2009.This all meanghatMeg leadsthe MokopunaStakes |\
amongthe Macphersongirls by a considerablemargin.
Shehastwo children, four grandchildrenand four great
grandchildren!

J o h n athelfgeeatjoy is fishing for snapperHe and
his chief fishing buddy Neil Willis have perfected
preparatory,set up and food processingroutines. They
canhavethetorpedorunningtheir line out within minutes
of stoppingat any likely spoton the 90 Mile Beach(see
right, Neil, Johnnyand Jeffrey Sayle3. The fish caught
are out-sourcedto a neighbourwho takes his cut for |
cleanng and filleting. Meg fries the fillets on auto pilot .h
while the menindulgein endlessvindow shoppingonline [
for theidealfishing boat.

Patsy Macpherson

BoeufandG e r tfoyrth girl wasPatriciaAbigail 6 P a Macpgh@érsonborn24 Junel938. Shewaseducatedt
Kaitaia Collegeandworkedfor Bill Hannings anaccountantvho playedpokerwith
her father, before moving to the manual TelephoneExchangewhere Joyce was
working.

Patsymarried Eric Kitchen (seeright), a truck driver for Kaitaia Transportfrom
Victoria Valley, who was born 27 January1934 and died 13 May 2000, aged66.
Patsyand Eric had one child and two grandchildren. Mark Norman Kitchen was
born5 Septembef957. After a periodon the oil rigs of Australig India andBrunei
he developed successfutleaningbusinessn Whangarei He marriedCarol Foster
born 9 October1958,0n 6 November1983. Theywerevery close.C a r @arents
werePeter FosteandGwenythnéeCollinette
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Mark and Carol had two girls; Whitney Syrita Kitchen born 8 September
’€ 1993, and StaceyCarol Kitchen, born 29 February1996 (seeleft, Patsyand
Lloyd White, Whitney and Mark, Staceyand Carol). Tragedythen struck.
Carol died prematurelyof canceron 23 December2000, aged42. Stacey,
Whitney, Mark, Patsyand her five sisterswere devastated.In spite of this
setbackWhitneyis now a very ableandself-assured/ounglady who may go
into teachingafter she completeskamo High School Staceyis similarly
graceful,hasjust startedsecondaryschoolandis doingwell.

PatsyandEric divorced. Patsymarriedagainon 4
Junel971to Lloyd White (born 26 Septembef 936
D it and died 5 August 2000, aged 64). Lloyd was a
bunder a perfectlonlstanda keenfisherman. Patsylived on at CableBay, just up the
hill from Selwyn and played bowls regularly. She belonged to a numberof clubs;
Widows, Tai Chi, Mad HattersandGolf. Like hersistersPatsyregisterecasa member
of the Te Rarawaiwi. Shewas looking to move southto Tikipunga, Whangareito be
closerto her sonandtwo granddaughteréseeright, Mark, Whitney and Stacey)when
shedied suddenlyof ananeurisnmon 24 January2012.

NetaMacpherson

BoeufandG e r ftfifthdisl wasNetaEllenvan der Sluis néMacphersor{born17 July 1939). Shewasfifteen
andstill at KaitaiaCollegewhenshemetdé Wi | alDytéhmanvisiting the FarNorth. It is interestinghow they
metandhow he eventuallygot permissiorto marryher (seebelowright, Gordon Nancye NetaandWilly).
Willy, thatis, Willhelmus Theodorusrander Sluis,
was born 7 July 1933 in Voorburg SouthHolland
He left the Netherlands5 Februaryand arrived in
New Zealand2 July 1952. His parentsvere Antonius
LeonardusCornelisvan der Sluis (born 3 November F&8
1904 in Voorburg, died 17 June1980in Dargaville | g
New Zealandaged76) and Anna Maria ClazinaVan
Veen (born 5 October1906 in Veur Zuid, Holland,
and died in Dargaville). Willy has one sibling; a
brother,Ton vander Sluis born9 November1928in
DenhaagSouthHoIIand Rl - g
Wi | Ifaghérsamefrom a hugeandwell documentedamily. Wi | IpgztemsalgrandparentsvereAntomus

Van Der Sluis(born9 July 1861, Ter Aar, Hollandanddied 12 Februaryl932in Voorburgaged71) andJoanna
Bosman(born4 April 1861,died 12 Decemberl935aged74). Theyhadninechildren

1. CornelisVanDer Sluis, born19 Decemberl886in Ter Aar, died22 March1918aged22

2. JohannaviartinaVan Der Sluis born1886in Mijdrecht, Holland

3. Martina Clara Maria Van Der Sluis born 29 May 1888 in Mijdrecht, died 21 Dec1958in Voorburg

aged70

4. Maria ElizabethVan Der Sluis born 10 Junel889in Mijdrecht, died 21 Decemberl958in Voorburg,
aged 19, married JohannusTimmermansand had a child Antoinette Timmermansborn 1910 in
Voorburg
Elizabethvan Der Sluis, born1900
HelenaVan Der Sluis, born1901
Johannud.eonardus/an Der Sluisborn20 October1902in Voorburg
Catharinavan Der Sluisborn1903in VVoorburg
Anthonius LeonardusCorneliusVan Der Sluis (born 3 November1904 in Voorburg, died 17 June
1980aged76), marriedAnnaMaria ClazinaVan Veen,born 10 May 1906in Veur Zuid.

© N U
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Wi | ImatérsalgrandfathemwasAlbert 6 P e vaaVeén His paternalgreatgrandparentsere Johanne&/an
Der Sluis(born6 Januay 1821 LeidschendamZuid, Holland, died 6 August1895in Ter Aar (CorterAar) aged
74) and JannetjeGeerekink(born 11 May 1821in ZevenhovenWilnis, Zuid Holland anddied 6 March 1884
aged53). Theymarried7 April 1845in Ter Aar andhadsevenchildren

Before we turn to how they met and got permissionto marry, it
shouldbe notedthat Willy and Netamarried1 Februaryl958 (see [
right with Wi | Impthes Annavander SluisnéeVan Veen). They
subsequentlyhad three children who in turn presentedhem with
five grandchildren.

1.

1. HelenavanDer Sluis born18 May 1846, Ter Aar, died 23 Decemberl922in Voorburgaged76

2. KlaraMariaVan Der Sluisborn18 May 1849in Ter Aar, died 1912aged63

3. Leonardus/anDer Sluisborn5 Novemberl851Ter Aar

4. CornelisVan Der Sluisborn30 Novemberl853in Ter Aar, died 13 March 1935, Nieuwkoop,Holland
aged72

5. GerardusFranciscusvVan Der Sluis born 13 October1856 in AarlanderveenHolland and died 28
Novemberl857agedl

6. Antonius Van Der Sluis born 9 July 1861 Ter Aar, Holland, died 12 February1932in Voorburg,
Holland aged51, andwho marriedJoannaBosman(born 4 April 1861,died 12 Decemberl935aged
74)( Wi | grandpagents)

7. Gerardavan Der Sluisborn18 Junel865in Ter Aar.

ShaneTheodorusvan der Sluis wasborn 20 Januaryl959. He
startedas a cabinet maker with Williams and Leslie Ltd. in
Browns Bay. After his four year apprenticeshiphe joined
Wi | |bysihessgo learn carpentryand becamea partner. He
specialisedn building kitchens. Shanemarried27 November
1983 to JennyGray (born 3 January1961), who now helps
maraegethe White CrossHospital at Glenfield. They had two
children. Amy Laurenvan der Sluis was born 5 January1989in Auckland hasa Bachelorsdegreein
GraphicDesignandis planningheré O v e rEspeiiaes n (OE).6MichaelJamessander Sluiswasborn15
Septembefl991andis apprenticedo Shaneasa carpenter.After 20 yearstogetherShaneandJennyparted
anddivorced. S h a npartinesis now VyvyenFoster born6 Februaryl974in the Southlisland,a daughter
of teachers.

JanieLeannevander Sluis knownasLeannewasborn1 March1960. Leannewasfirst a hairdressewho
worked in Englandfor five years,then travelling extensivelyas a hair technicianfor Scharzkop. She
marriedGordonWilson and had Brimley Ellen Wilson, born 3 Decemberl993. Sheis now a programme
leaderat Manukau Institute of Technology Leanneseparatedrom Gordonand partneed with Phillip
Rose a hairdressem Takapunabornabout1954. Brimley went toCarmelCatholicGi r Cokede served
asa SeaCadef becameanterestedn joining the Navy asa forensicscientistand hadwork experiencewith
the ManukauPolice. She was awarded one of four Te Raraméversity scholarships starting 2012.
TonyaEllen Poore néeander Sluis born31 October1967,wasmarriedin Houhoral6 Decembe2000to
Andrew Poore(bornin Januaryl967,oncea hairdressebut now an exportmanager). They havehadtwo
children; SydneyEllen Poore(born 6 April 2000andattendedSt. J o h @adhslic Sclool prior to Carmel
College)andHunterAlan Poore(born4 November2002anda keensportsman).
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The photoright takenin Decembe2000showsLeanne §
vander Sluis Amy vander Sluis, Shanevander Sluis,
Neta van der Sluis holding Michael van der Sluis,
Andrew Poore, Tonya Poore holding Sydney Poore §
aged 8 months behind flower girl Brimley Wilson,
Willy vander SluisandJennyvanderSluisnéeGray. |

But why wasWilly in New Zealand how he metNeta
andhow did her getpermissionto marry her? Wi | |
father Antonius had beenan engineerin Indonesiain
the merchantmarine. His older brother Ton had also
spentmanyyearsoverseas.Whentheyboth cameback : A
to Holland afterWW2 it seemedoo smallwith too manypeople. Theyhadbeenall overtheworld anddecided
to emigrate. Theydid not know whereNew Zealandwas. They cameasa family group;father, mother,Ton
andWilly. Tongotwork with TurnbullandJonesd.td. in Taupa

Wi | | paréngsbrought him north and settled in Dargaville There he took a carpentryand joinery
apprenticeshipin additionto thee | e ¢ t rappeentieeshfd® had alreadycompletedin Holland but not
recognisechere. He becamea builder for the contractorwho wasbuilding the new small schoolson the west
coastneededto teachthe Baby Boomersborn after the war. He cameto Kaitaia with the team building
extensiongo KaitaiaCollege

Willy met Netawhenshewasstill at Kaitaia College He washelpingbuild the extensions.Mr Moseby a
teacherhadwarnedthe studentghatthe builderswerenotto be disturbedandto watchout for their gear. Neta
deliberatelykickedWi | lhaménerin passingto stir him up. He growledat her. Mr Mosebysawthe incident
andsaid i N e Maaphersonyou areto stayin for an extrahour for aw e e KW van der Sluis & N vander
Sluis, 2010) The punishmentwas apparentlyworth it and the provocationhad the desiredeffect, although
gettingpermissiorto marrywasanotherstory.

Willy first metN e t &athes Boeuf when he deliveredtimber to the College. After a short period back at
Dargaville Willy returnedin 1957 to help Boeuf Gordonand Selwyn build the new mill at Kaingaroaand
continuedafterthatasanindependenbuilder. WhenNetawas16 goingon 17, Willy askedBoeufif theycould
marry, knowing that her father had alreadyruled that his girls hadto be 21 beforethey could. Willy putup a
specialcase;he wantedto take Neta backto Holland for a trip so they neededto marry beforegoing. They
eventuallymarried1 February1958,whenshewas 18. However,asNetarecalled,ii T this day| havenever
gotmytriptoH o | | @\hvdnalerSluis& N vander Sluis,2010)

ShaneandLeannewereborn 1959and 1960whenthey wereliving at Kaingaroa Willy hadstartedon their
sectionby building a 206¢206 garageto hold his building gear. He thenputin four partitionsso they andtheir
two workerscouldlive in thegarage. Theylived therefor abouttwo yearswhile he built their newhone further
up the section,in betweenjobs. Eighteenmonthsafterthey movedin, the houseburneddown. Netarecalled
the eventvividly

Willy wasbuilding the newtoilets at Mangonuj Taipa CableBay and CoopersBeach He decidedthatwe
could comewith him and stay at Mrs Thoma$ bachat CoopersBeach. One morning, at 4.00 am, Maire
startedbashingon our door, sobbing. | thoughtshe said that her househad burneddown and we started
comfortingher. Sheand Selwynsaidthattheythoughtthey hadsmelta fire. Sowe saidii Wéavesucha
big housewe hadfive bedroomstherewill be heapsof spaceandyoucanlive withus. Do nwar r y . 0

It wasagesbeforewe realisedwhattheyweretrying to say,becausesheand Selwynwerecrying so much.
Theyweretalking aboutour house!Hec Freerhadapparentlyungup Selwynat11o 6 c latmightandsaid
fi lcanhearsomethingexploding,like somethingis on fire butl ¢ a rgéthold of Netaand Willy. | think
their housecould be on f i rWe. had already had our workshop on fire one night. We always had
somethingweird happeninghere. So SelwynandMaire racedaroundandtherewasfire everywhere.The
fiberlite underthe eaveswvasexplading from the heat.

Maire saidshesawthefire just eatingeverythingup, includingmy bridal dress. | hadbroughtmy wedding
frock homethe weekbefore. It waslaid out overtheloungesuite. | hadknitted this newjerseyon my new
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knitting machine. | hadneverknitted anythingbeforein my life. Everythingwasbrandspankingnew. New
carpets.Newbeds. We hadonly beenin the placefor 18 months.

Thefire brigadearrivedbut they had no water. Selwyngotinto the tankto lift out bucketsof water. The
fire brigadewent off to the schoolto getwaterfrom the swimmingpool. Therewasonly onebedroomleft
by then,ontheend,S h a nbeddosm. Selwyngot really sick afterthefire. It wasarthritis from standing
for hoursin the watertank.

We wentto our placethe nextday. It wasjustterrible. | will neverforgetgoingup there. Everythingwas
smouldering.My new SunbeanMixer wasjust standingthere. Thekids hada big plasticpig full of money
for bankingandit had all meltedtogether. Willy had boughtthis big china cabinetdisplay unit in Mt.
Roskill stoneandit wasfull of weddingpresentseverused,alongwith the silver from Holland Thesilver
had meltedaroundthe crystal. Willy had boughtme a hugeglory box whenwe were engagedandit was
filled with Drummoynelinen. We hadneverusedit. Everything burnt. Everythingburnt. Exceptthe statue
of Mary. Shecamethroughthefire untouched.

Shanehadbeengivena Tonkatruck for his birthdayon the 20" of Januaryandwe would not allow him to
takeit to thebeach. He startedscreamingoecausehe windscreerhadbeenburntout. Wed i dtakéany of
thek i dymodthingsbecauseave weregoingto the beach. Sowe hadnothing.

The Kaitaia shopswere amazing. Presswoodgaveus an outfit each,including the kids. RegWestgave
us blanketsand sheets. John Archibald and Mrs Amy gave us boxesof clothes. Everybodywas so

generous.We werestill in shok. | wasthinking i Whdo all of thesepeoplekeepgivingust h i nBus ~

youd o rrdalisethatyoud o rhéveanything.

We lived out at CoopersBeachfor anotheryearwith Mrs Thomas Theywerewonderfulto usandsaidwe
could just stayon. Theycameoutto help us cleanup. We still hadthe garagefull of building materials.
After ayearor so,we hada big auctionandsold everythingwe hadleft. We shiftedto Auckland

Looking back,when we first boughtthe site, we hadpetrol pinched. Onenight, whenl hadto call adoctor
out, shewassitting on my bedandsuddenlysaidii Y o garageis onf i rltewasyoaring. Whenwe first
movedthere,Mrs Morey, aM U o ladiy living down the road, said that we were building on a burial ground
andit would leadto badluck. Dad originally boughtthe land to stacktreatedpostsonit. But whenthey
camein somemorningsall of the stackshad fallen over andthe postshadrolled downthe hill. 'Whenthe
Hassongdoughtit, their 18 yearold sonwaskilled on the road,andthreeyearslater, the husbandvent out
fishingandwasdrowned.

They never establishedhe causeof our fire but said it may have beenrats chewing on the electricity
cables. Althoughwe hadsignedup for theinsurancewe hadnot actuallypaid for it throughour accountant
DougBroadbent A yearlaterthe SunAlliance insurancecompanydecidedto payup. We werevery, very
lucky.

By the time the paymentcamethroughthey had movedto AucklandandNetahad got employmentin the BNZ
off QueenStreetin Auckland. Shecomplainedto Willy onedaythata Mr Faye,a lawyer andsonof Michael
Fayeof FayeRichwhite fame,wasparticularlyrudeto counterstaff. Willy remindedNetathat he might have
beenthe Mr Fayethathadauthorisedheinsurancepayout. WhenthedreadedMr Fayenextcameinto the bank
Netaaskedhim.

In an embarrassinglyoud voice, Mr Fayeexplainedthat he had beenthe owner of Sun Alliance at the time
anddemandedo know why they hadnot paid their insurance.In a small voice sheadmittedthey hadnot been
able toaffordto. He agreedandthenrevealedhathe hadonly madethe authorisatiorbecauséne wasshowna
photographsent by Doug Broadbentafter the fire in which Shaneand Leannewere wearing mismatching
pyjamas. Neverbeforeandneversince,he said,hadhe eva madesucha payment! And from thenon hewould
only bankhis chequesvith Netaand,always6 n iagpd askhi&rabouteventsn Kaitaia

Willy andNet&d startingagainin Aucklandwasmadeeasiemwith the help of friends. Someput themup until
they boughta housein PinewoodStreetin BlockhouseBay. Theylived there10 years. Anotherfriend asked
Willy to help him build someglasshouses Avondale. As their businesexpandedthey boughtsomelandin
Birkenheadon the North Shoreandbuilt somespeculativehomes. Oneday, whenNetaonceagainarrivedlate
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to paytheir workers,shenoticedthe stunningview acrosshe harbourandthe lights of Auckland. Shedecided
thattheyweregoingto live there.

At aboutthis time they alsonoticedthat Shanewasgettingbehindin his learningbut thathis teachersefused
to do anythingaboutit, andworse,told Netato mind her own business.RossGregory who hadbeenat school
with Netain Kaitaig advisedthemto changeschools. So whenthey movedto Birkenhead ShaneandLeanne
wereenrolledatSt. Ma r CétiwlicSchool Thenunskeptthemin for anhoureverynight for a yearandthey
caughtup. All of thar childrenwereeducatedhere.

They movedbackup to Houhorain the FarNorthin 1995afterN e t aldierssisterMeg noticedhow stressed
Willy was looking. She had persuadedhemto comeup for a holiday. When they watchedsomelocals
weighingmarlin at the Houhoralanding,which hadcaughtWi | leye@emmy Bellinghan® wife askedMeg
why Willy andNetawerevisiting. WhenMeg announcedhattheywerelooking for a house shevolunteered
the informationthattheir neighbour Brian McDonald brotherof DonaldMcDonald hadthe bachnextdoor for
sale. Meg promptlyorganiseda viewing.

Whenthey got hometo Auckland Willy announcedo Netathat he was going to buy the propertyand put
their Birkenheadhomeon the market,albeitat a high price. Theybarelyspokefor six weeks,exceptfor Neta
telling Willy thattheywerenot droppingtheir price five cents,hopingthatit would not sell. Six monthslater
theysettledwith a Chinesebuyerfrom HongKong on a handshake An Aucklandlawyerhadoffereda contract
with many conditions,even coming back after the handshakewith anothercontractthat was openendedon
price. And daysafter settlingon the Houhoraproperty,anotherlawyer cameup with an offer well abovethat
settlemenprice. Both offerswererefused. Willy startedremodellingthe two-bedroombachat Houhorainto a
homewith a newkitchenandlounge,bathroomextrabedroomsgarageandworkshop.

Their children remainedin Auckland and very close to eachother. Shane Leanneand Tonya and their
partnersand children meet most Sundaymorningsfor brunchat one of their homes. They also often go on
holidaytogetherbookinginto Houhoraandmakingregularuseof Wi | Ideepssafishing boat.

Willy hada seriousheartattackin 2005while on a five-day fishing trip up nearthe ThreeKings Islands He
lay on thedeckin considerablgpainbut insistedthe crewkeeptrolling for marlin. Whenit wasrealisedthathe
might actually die, he was flown by helicopterto Whangareiand then Greenlane
Hospitalfor emergencyoypasssurgery | wasableto visit him beforethe surgery.
But whenl| wentin two dayslater the chargenursesaidfi y @anetoo late; he has
g o n ¢ phonedto offer condolencedo Neta only to discoverthat his bypass
surgeryhad beensuccessfulandthat he had beenflown backto Houhorawith his
cheststapledbacktogether!

In 2001, the redoubtableMillie ShrojaskedWilly (right) if he would run for the
seaton the Far North Community Board that representghe areafrom Awanui to
CapeReinga. He was successfubndjoined FionaKing (daughterof Selwynand
Maire Parker,née Macpherson)who was represerng the areafrom Kaitaia to
Ahipara Willy is now into his third threeyear term and enjoys resolvinglocal
problems. He was also electedChair of the HouhoraRatepayer#Associationand
found that this role informed his work on the CommunityBoard. He is alsoVice
Chair of the WhakawhitiMedical Boardthat runsthree
integratedhealth centresand over seestheir financial
affairs. Netahashelpedby evokingherM U o andestry |
in Te Rarawaand linking with New Z e a | amost ¢
northerlyiwi; Ngati Kuri. Thisiwi is the guardianof Te
ReingaWairua (CapeReingg, seeright); the placein
M U o aosmologywherethe spirits of the deadleapinto
the seaon their final trip back to the ancestralhome, |
Haiwaiiki. Huge numbersof internationaltouristsand
New Zealanderwisit this sacredsite eachyear.
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Christine Macpherson

Boeufand G e r tsixtld and final girl was Christine
(born10 Novemberl940). ShemarriedNeil Willis, a

farmer and fisherman born 6 July 1938, on 26

October 1963. They had two children; Natalie
Florerce Willis, born 25 July 1966,andKirsten Ellen

Willis, 19 October 1968. Natalie and her partner
Robet Wigmore had one sonn Arama Macpherson
Wigmoreborn20 Februaryl995.

Christineis anentrepreneuriaandhighly successful
businesswomamvho works all hous. Sheand Neil
purchaseda water bottling company near Avarua,
Rarotongaandgrewit by diversifyinginto fruit juices
andmilk to the pointwhereit is a marketleaderin the
islands. Their daughterKirsten alsolives in Avarua
andhasdevelopedhairdressingandclothingshops.

While Neil slips away to help Johnny Matthews
catchfish on the 90 Mile Beachas often as he can,
Christine visits less frequently, focusing on her
businessnterests.Neverthelessn 2003 shewasable
to get home to Kaitaia and invite everyonein the
Macphersonfamily to her 60th birthday party (see
below right). Indeed,from the time that Christine
was a toddlerin 1943, sheand her sistershavebeen
theregularsubjectof photographigortraiture.

The seriesright andbelow straddleghe period1943
to 2000.
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Boeufand Irene Macpherson Penelope, Heather and Rutii,9731976

BoeufandGerty separatedh the mid 1950s. Bouefmovedoutandlived in his caravarat the mill in Kaingaroa
while Gerty stayedon in TangongeCrescentn Kaitaia (K. Switzer,2010) Theydivorcedin thelate 1960s.

Boeufthen movedhis caravanout to Waipapalauri Rampand marriedIrene Edwardsin about1973. Irene
broughttwo girls to the marriagefrom earlier relationships;PenelopeNottan born in February1963, and
Heather Dale Nottan self nicknamed 6 F e a t g8
D u c Kdrn about 1968. Boeuf and Irene raised
Penelopeand Heatheras Macphesons,and thenhad
a daughterof their own; Ruth Isobel Macpherson,
born 18 January1974. PenelopeattendedKaitaia
College left schoolat 16 to marry a Lithgow boy
from Kaitaia and thenworkedin a chemistshop (V.
Macpherson, 2010) All  three children are [
rememberedfondly by many in the Macpherson
family, although many also recall Irene as a
manipulative fantasist. The picture right shows
Gilbert Peterand Vyvyen MacphersonHeatherDale
Macphersonbehind Heather Macpherson Douglas |
Macpheson held by Penny Macpherson Ruth |-
Macphersorheld by Irene Macphersorand Maureen
Matthews.

Boeuf and Irenefirst lived at the WaipapakauriRamp,thenon a rural
blockin Orurunearthe upperreache®f the TaipaRiver andfinally onthe
main road betweenthe Awanui Dairy factory and the WaimanoniMarae
(G. P. Macphersom& V. Macpherson2010). My brother Peterand his
wife Vyvyen visited them from time to time, always finding Boeuf
relaxed bettingon horseracesfishing andenjoyinghis business.

When Boeuf died 7 November1976, aged58, it was noted by family
that,try ashe might by marryingtwice, he hadneverhada son. Curiously,
when his youngerbrother Guy died 23 yearslater, on 13 August 2001,
aged32, it wasnotedthat,try ashe might by marryingtwice, he neverhad
adaughter.GordonandNancyehadtwo girls andit wasonly KenandPat
Macphersorthathada mixed genderfamily.

Irene then marriedagain,to the Rev. Bill Niles, andthey movedto the
USA with herthreedaughtersraisingthemasNiles. JoyceSwitzer (née
Macpherson)traced Ruth in the USA and they correspondedfrom
Novemberl1997 until May 2004 whenher fifth andlast letter arrived and
nothing more was heard. The beautifully written lettersprovided a great
dealof family newsandinsight

In her first letter, Ruth indicatedthat she was pleasedto be tracedand
explainedthat her motherlrene had kept a greatdeal from her abouther
earlylife. It wasnot until shewas12 that Penelopéold herthattheywere
notfull-bloodedsistersmakingfi Mo msoangrywhenshefoundoutthat
Pennyhadtold methet r u(Niles1997) Sheexplainedthatfi n oaf s
girls communicatewith Mom a n y moShewasthen living in Storm
Lake, lowa, with her partnerof six years,StaceyRice Theyhada highly
activetwo anda half yearold sonPaytonLaneRice (seeaboveright, born
about June 1995) with i f ired & a i wh@Pennysaid fi | o &tkk sur
f a t hTeey boaghtthe housethat Staceygrew up in from his parents.
Ruth hadcompletechigh school(seeright in 1992)andwasworking asan
accountanatthe StormLake Pilot Tribunenewspaper,
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